Cast of Characters

POLLIONE (Roman Pro-consul in Gaul) Tenor
OROVESO (Archdruid, father of Norma) Bass
NORMA (High priestess of the druidical temple) . Soprano
ADALGISA (A Virgin of the temple) . . Soprano
CLOTILDA (Norma’s confidante) . Soprano
FLAVIO (A Centurion) Tenor

Priests, Officers of the Temple, Gallic Warriors, Priestesses and

Virgins of the Temple. Two Children of Norma and Pollione.

PrAaceE: GauL

TiMe: Roman OccupaTiON, AaBout 50 B.C.
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NORMA

Act. 1.

The high priest Oroveso comes with the Druids to the sacred grove. They pray to
the gods that they may rouse the people to war and help them to destroy their enemy,
the Romans. After they have gone, the Roman Pro-Consul, Pollione, appears and con-
fides to his Centurion, Flavio, that he no longer loves Norma, the high priestess,
daughter of Oroveso, who has broken her vows of chastity and is the mother of his two
sons. He has seen Adalgisa and it is she whom he now loves.

At the sound of the sacred instrument of bronze that calls the Druids to the
temple the two Romans leave. The priest and priestesses approach the altar, and
Norma ascends the steps. No one suspects her of intimacy with the Roman enemy.
She still loves Pollione and seeks to avert the danger that would threaten him should
Gaul rise against the Romans, by prophesying that Rome will fall through its own
weakness, and declaring that it is not yet the will of the gods that Gaul should go to
war. She also prays to the goddess for the return of the Roman leader who has left her.

In the next scene, at the sacred grove, Adalgisa waits for Pollione, who joins her
and begs her to flee to Rome with him, where they will be secure in their love. After
some hesitation she agrees to go with him.

The next scene shows Norma’s dwelling. She is steeped in deep sadness for she
knows that Pollione plans to desert her and the children, but she is still not aware
of her rival’s identity. Adalgisa enters to unburden her heart to Norma. She tells her
that she is no longer true to her faith; she is in love and it is a Roman whom she
loves. Norma remembering that she, too,.has broken her vows is about to free Adalgisa
from her’s, when Pollione enters. It is now that Norma learns the identity of the
Roman Adalgisa loves. But Adalgisa turns away from Pollione because she cannot
betray her high priestess.

Act. II.

Norma is filled with despair. Besides the cradle of her children she feels an impulse
to kill them but motherhood is stronger than her feelings of unrequited love. She decides
to renounce her lover and allow Pollione and Adalgisa to be united, but Adalgisa must
promise to take her place as mother to her children. Adalgisa, however, will not hear
of treachery to Norma. She will go to Pollione, but only to remind him of his duty.

The scene changes again to a wooded region of the temple in which the warriors
of Gaul have gathered. Norma awaits the outcome of Adalgisa’s plea to Pollione. When
she learns that Adalgisa has failed and has come back to the grove to pass her life as
a priestess, Norma’s wrath is beyond control. She strikes the shield, the warriors
gather and Norma joyfully proclaims: War against the Romans! But with the war
song now mingles the sound of tumult from the temple. A Roman has broken into the
sacred edifice, and has been captured. It is Pollione, who, Norma knows, has attempted
to carry off Adalgisa. The penalty for his instrusion is death. But Norma, moved by
love and still hoping to save her recreant lover, offers a new victim to the enraged
Gauls — a perjured virgin of the priesthood! “Speak, then and name her!” they cry.

To their amazement she utters her own name, confesses everything to her father,
and places her children in his care.

A pyre has been erected. Norma mounts it but not alone. Pollione, his love re-
kindled at the spectacle of her greatness of soul, joins her. In the flames he too, will
atone for their offenses against God.
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pelano dai boschi.

ATTO PRIMO

SCENA PRIMA. Foresta sacra de’ Druidi; in mezzo, la quercia d'Irmingul, al pié della quale vedesi
la pietra druidica che serve d’altare. Colli in distanza sparsi di selve. E notte; lontani fuochi tra.

Al suono di marcia religiosa diffilano le schiere de’ Gaili, indi la processione de’ Druidi. Per ultimo
Uroves? coi maggiori Sacerdoti.

CORO D’INTRODUZIONE E CAUATINA

Andante grave
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56 SCENA E CAVATINA
wCasta Diva, che inargenti .
(NORMA)

SCE.NA IT. Norma in mezzo alle sue ministre. Ha sciolti i capegli, la fronte circondata di
una corona di ver_bena,e’d armata la mano d’una falce d'oro. Si colloca sulla pietra drui.
dica,e volge gli occhi d intorno come ispirata.
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(Falcia, il vischio: le Sacerdotesse lo raccolgono in canestri di vimini. Norma si avanza,e stende le braccia al
cielo. La luna splende in tutta la sua luce. Tutti si prostrano.)
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SCENA VII. Abitazione di Norma .- Norma, Clotilde e due piccoli fanciulli.

(NORMA E ADALGISA)

SCENA E DUETTO
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ATTO SECONDO

SCENA I. Interno dell’abitazione di Norma. Da una parte un letto romano coperto di pelle d’orso. I rigli
di Norma sono addormentati.
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(QOmpa,risce Norma con una lampa e un pugnale alla mano.Siede,e posa la lampa sopra una tavola.
E pallida,contraffatta.)
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SCENA IV. Luogo solitario presso il bosco dei Druidi,cinto da burroni e da caverne.In fondo un lago attraver.
sato da un ponte di pietra.
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