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There 1s a Difference

Quartet version for clarinet, violin, viola, and cello
based on a story by Hans Christian Andersen

Elaine Fine
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from which hung a branch that was heavy

Spring spoke about herself from a little apple tree,
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as they drove onward to her castle
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in front of many shining, transparent vases full of beautiful flowers.
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Fleecy-white curtains fluttered in the castle's open windows,
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and some said nothing at all.

some said too little,
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Some are used for
nourishment,
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Some are poor, and some miserable, rejected plants are very poor. There is a difference, and distinctions should be made,
otherwise everybody would be treated as though they were alike.
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How unhappy those lowly creatures must feel,
if they are capable of feeling anything.
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The apple branch looked down with special pity on the dandelions. They shot up everywhere in the meadows and ditches,
and they even shot up between paving stones.

| 10EE

e B e e o e S o e e v e

[ 18 B
. lL:D:
- Q]

#aﬁa

Xy

They were the most worthless of weeds. People called them "devil's milk pails."
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But there are too many of the
Devil's Milk Pails!
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and having such a vulgar name. It's the same with plants as with people: there must be a difference between classes."

"Poor wretched outcasts," said the apple branch to the dandelions. "I suppose you can't help being so common,
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I kiss all the flowers equally, the poor as well as the rich."
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Nobody ties them in bouquets, and they're trodden under foot. And when they go to seed they fly along the road

like little bits of wool, and hang on people's clothes. They're just weeds! I suppose there must be weeds, but I'm
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They set the tiny child down in the grass, among the golden blossoms, and he laughed and gurgled with joy.
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Some of the children made the hollow dandelion stalks into chains.

e T ) ||
- S
T
[re
[is
Bl e (Y ol
T N et
)
™ ol « | ) ||
[ 1Hi
f.\
[ 1
.
I”\
'l
TR T o QL
a0
N N &N
S = = = Z
m

fer

—

L‘Fﬁf‘%

be-

D‘.-

fer

—

I’Fﬁf‘l’f

be-

DP-

be-

be-

D‘--

be.

be-

First they made neclaces, then they made longer chains to hang across their shoulders and around their waists,
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and then they made beautiful wreaths to go around their heads.
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The older children carefully gathered the dandelion flowers that had gone to seed, those loose arial blossoms,
those perfect balls of dainty white, and held them to their lips.
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Granny told them that whoever could blow away all the white feathers with one breath would receive new clothes before
the year was out.
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The poor, despised dandelion was considered quite
a prophet on such occasions.
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"Now do you see?" asked the sunbeam. "Do you see its beauty "I suppose it's OK for children,"
and power?

replied the apple branch.
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An old woman came into the meadow. She stooped and dug up the roots of the dandelions with a blunt knife that had
lost its handle. She planned to roast some of the roots to make tea, and sell the rest to the apothecary to be used

for medicine.

"Beauty is higher than this," said the apple branch

. Only a chosen few can be allowed into the

kingdom of the beautiful, and there's as much difference among plants as there is among people.
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Then the sunbeam spoke of her love for all living creatures
and of the equal distribution of all things in time and eternity.
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As she gently removed the leaves, the apple branch could see that what she carried was the delicate, feathery crown of
starry seeds
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This poor flower is lovely too, in another way. They are very different, yet both are children in the kingdom of the beautiful.
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The sunbeam kissed the dandelion, and then it kissed the apple branch, whose petals seemed to blush an even brighter shade of red.
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