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In a dim vision of the long ago

Wandering by a far-off Grecian shore
Where streaming moonlight shone on golden sands
And melting stars dissolved in silver seas,

I humbly knelt at Aphrodite’s shrine
Imploring her with many a fervid prayer
To tell the secret of her beauty’s power
And of the depths of ocean whence she sprang.
At last the wave-born goddess raised her hand
And smiling said: “O mortal youth behold!”
Then all these mysteries passed before mine eyes.
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