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REVENGE is the mainspring of the action of /I Trovatore. An old gipsy woman is seized
and burnt alive for having bewitched the Count di Luna’s infant son. AzuUcEN4, the daughter
of the gipsy, to be revenged, steals the Count’s son and burns him, as she fancies, on the same
pile with her mother. She is horrified, however, at finding she has thrown her own child by
mistake into the flames. The desire for vengeance becomes the sole object of her life. The
Count’s child is brought up as her own under the name of MaNRICO. As he advances in years,
he distinguishes himself in the wars, and carries off the prize at a tournament, where he is
crowned by LLEONORA, with whom he falls in love, and who loves him in return. The reign-
ing CounT DI LUN4, elder brother of the stolen child, is also in love with Leonora, who rejects
him for Manrico, which fires the Count’s jealousy. A report of Manrico’s death reaches
Leonora, who resolves to pass her days in a convent. The Count attempts to carry her off,
when Manrico interposes and prevents him. The castle in which the lovers find shelter is
stormed by the Count and taken, and Maurico, being made prisoner, is condemned to die.
Azucena is apprehended, and, being recognised as the gipsy who burnt the Count’s brother, is
adjudged to be burnt alive. In exchange for her lover’s pardon, Leonora promises her hand
to the Count, but, to prevent the marriage, takes poison. She flies to the prison to liberate
Manrico, who, suspecting the terms by which his freedom is secured, rejects her offer. Too
late he discovers she has sacrificed herself for him. The Count, infuriated by the deceit
practised upon him, orders Manrico to instant execution, and leads Azucena to behold her son’s
decapitation. His exultation is converted into horror when told that the victim is his own
brother, and the gipsy is avenged for her mother’s murder.

The scene is laid in Biscay, and Arragon.
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No. 14. CONTINUAZIONE DEL FINALE IL
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No. 15.

Con tutta forza di sentimento.
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SCENA FINALE.

No. 23.
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