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GUGLIELMO TELL.

R O d

DRAMATIS PERSONZE.

GusnieLyo TrLu oee Baritono,
Epvier (Moglie di Te" .se vos e wee  Mezzo-Soprano.
Jemmy (Figlio di Tells . vor .ee Soprano.
ARNOLDO «es  Tenore.
MzrcuTAL (Padre & Arno‘do) oo Basso.
GUALTIERO . e “en aes . «ee  Basso.
LevuroLpo ... ons oes . oes Basso.
UN PESCATORE ... s «e.  Tenore.
GrssLer (Governatore)... Basso.
Marteor (Sorella 4i Gessler) ... Soprano.
m Roporro (Capitano delle Guardie) - oee - Tenore.
Coro.
Bavzo.

At the close of the year 1340 the three forest Cantons of Switzerland were groaning
beneath tiic yoke of Austria and of the {invernor of the district, GESLER, a man of the most
brutal nature. MATILDA, the sister of (i.aler, is beloved by ARNOLD, a Swiss youth, the son
of MELCHTAL, the patriarch of the country, who had saved her life when threatened by the
fall of an avalanche. Neotwithstanding her relationship to the tyrant, Matilda returns this
love. Wiirram TELL, the b lost of the mountaineers, had long plotted for the purpose of
flinging off the Austrian yoke, and reproaciies Arnold for his apparent lukewarmness in the
cause of the people, occasicued by his attarhment to the tyrant’s sister. An act however is

perpetraied which vouses the anger of the ~nraged peasantry and spurs Arnold to immediate
action. An ugiut of Gesler’s having attempted to abduct the daughter of LEuTHOLD, a
Swiss herdsman, the father slew the ruffian on the spot, and hence incurred the vengeance of
Gesler. He escapes by crossing the lake, William Tell alone having the boldness to ferry
him over. On the disaffection of the people spreading, old Melchtal is put to death by the
tyrant’s order, and Arnold relinquishes his love for Matilda and seeks revenge as leader of the .
people. A festival occurs, vwhen Cresler insults the Swiss by ordering the people to bow down
before his hat, placed in the public square at Altorf for that ‘purpose. Tell refuses to do
homage to this emblem of the governor’s pride, and is in consequence arrested, together with
bis son Jeminy. Witk a refitement of cruelty Gesler will only consent to spare the life of
Jeramy, on Tell's givii g proof of his skili as an archer by shooting an apple off his own boy’s
head. 'ell hit: the apple, but drop: an: arrow which he had concealed for the purpose of
shooting Gesler hed ho failed.  Geesler, goaded into rage, orders Tell to be imprisoned in a
" dungeon, subject to & Iin '*ermg death. 'fell however escapes, and the tyrant perishes by his
hand. Helvetia shekes #7f the Austrian yoke, and Matilda and Arnold are united.

The scene is laxi ir = vitzerland.
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DUETTO.

No. 2.

GUGLIELMO.

Allegro moderato.
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