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HE first performance of A Masoue or Deap FLORENTINES in the present

form took place in the Wednesday Club Auditorium, Saint Louis, February
first, 1911. Before the Prelude, the folds of the curtains were drawn aside by two
pages, and the medieval herald appeared. At the conclusion of his verses, he
stepped back, and the curtains were drawn together. The curtains were fully parted
as the final notes of the Pre/ude were being played, and the members of the chorus
were seen standing on an elevated platform in the background, the painted scene
revealing Florence in the distance. During the opening chorus, the various char-
acters came slowly down the left aisle of the Auditorium, in the order of their ap-
pearance in the Masque. A short flight of steps led to the stage, and each character
came forward during the first four measures of the music allotted to him or her.
The lines were recited, and afterward the character participated in the various
tableaux or dances, according to the directions given in the text, or passed slowly
over a walk situated between the chorus and the scenery, and disappeared to the
right. The entrance and exit of each character was carried out in this manner.
During the Postlude, the members of the chorus (in this instance numbering but
seven, ) slowly followed the final character (Michael Angelo) until the stage was

clear, and during the last few measures, the pages gradually drew the curtains

together.






A MASQUE OF DEAD FLORENTINES
PART I

MAURICE HEWLETT ERNEST R.KROEGER
. Op.75
Herald Prologue
Here you see as in a glass, Gentles, you and Death and I
Death and Florence grip and pass. Have a friendly fallto try.
One was scornful as a maid He is masterful and plays
In her bravery fresh array’d: Steadily; looks not for praise,
One was brawny, hearted brass— Heeds no blame. Your head is high,
‘Which look’d longer, Death or lass?. High as mine— but by and bye?

The Scene is an. open loggia giving upon a garden in winter, with leafless trees, and cypresses.  The rain stands in pools; over
all is the soughing of a great wind. A fitful sunshine comes and goes.
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joyd or grieved.
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(Dante Alighiert passes, in sober red habit and cowled; a tongue of fire above his brow.)

Dante: The first to speak in Florence, Florence spurn'd My song and service. From home to outland turn'd, I
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Allegro energico
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now that I am dead.
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(Fiammetia passes. She is robed like a King’s daughter, and carries a pair of golden shears.)
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(The Thrce Ladics dance a stately solemn measure.)
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Fiammettu: Great King's daughter tho Iwere, I chose my poet debonnair.
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gall As he should grudge to void it upon Death?
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(Buondelmonte in a white silken doublet.) 35
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Piccarda:  Rear’d in a goshawk’s nest, 1 flew to peace; Plighted to sin, 1 wedded the white Christ:
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So Love call’d from the grave the mighty dead: And he that voiced the music of the spheres, Plato the
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(Bnter Lippo Lippi alone, figured as a young Satyr in a monk’ frock)
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(Bartolommeo Secala in his burgher’s dress, and spectacles pushed on to ks forehead)
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Too curious!
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Power contented not my merit.
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DANCE

(Enter La Simonetta in a white robe attended by Seven Maids in mourning weeds. She bears a chaplet of yew)
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And gaged my youth against man’s hardihead;
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kindly 1 was nursed.
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But thirstier the blades that cut me
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pine, Sweet water cool'd never thy drouth, Nor fruit of the vine!
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(Clarice Orsini; a gray-haired woman bowed beneath a golden yoke.)

Clarice: 1 had small solace for my life of anguish,
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lust so dry it never could be fed: At last unshrived, still burning, I fell dead.
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The First Reproach: First woe was when the sword was set,  Sword and Fire to my
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The Second Reproach: Next woe was the shaming of maids, Strippd to the smock and sold to sin.
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Never such woe as to  lay the lure, Smirch and soil  what once was clean,
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Adagio dolente

ELEGY

(Enter Poliziano with a muffied rote,')(md weeping.)
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Poliziano:  Grant me, gods, a fount of tears, So that night and day Weeping I may drown old grief, Mourning
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Jove hath carved our goodly Tree With his thunderblow! Woe the Muses’ hroken lay,
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(Next comes Cosimo, Pater Patria, an old man richly habited, having the ears of Midas.)
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stringendo

when I was dead.
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(Savonarola, carrying a smovldering torck.)
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(Following is his enemy, Fra Francesco the Minorite, carrying a distorting glass.)
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(Next the Frate’s champion, Fra Dumenico, cowled in white, with an anchor.)
‘Fra Domenico: 1 trusted inthe prophet
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(Enter Sandro Botticelli, holding a hollow sphere.)
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