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SCENES FROM LONGFELLOW'S “GOLDEN LEGEND.”

The Selection of Words by permission of the Poet and his Publishers.

SCENE TI.
(PROLOGUE.)

The spire of Strasburg Cathedral. Night and
storm. LUCIFER, with the Powers of the air,
trying to pull down the (Cross.

LUCIFER.

Hasten ! hasten!

O ye spirits!

From its station drag the ponderous
Cross of iron, that to mock us

Is uplifted high in air!

Voices. (Female Chorus.)

0O, we can not!

For around it

All the Saints and Guardian Angels
Throng in legions to protect it;
They defeat us every-where!

THE BrELLs. (Male Chorus.)

Laudo Deum verum!
Plebem voco!
Congrego clerum!

LUCIFER.

Lower! lower!

Hover downward!

Seize the loud vociferous bells, and
Clashing, clanging, to the pavement
Hurl them from their windy tower!

VOICES.

All thy thunders

Here are harmless!

For these bells have been anointed,
And baptized with boly water!
They defy our utmost power.

THE BELLS.
Defunctos ploro!

Pestem fugo!
Festa decoro!

LUCIFER.

Aim your lightnings

At the oaken,

Massive, iron-studded portals!
Sack the house of God, and scatter
‘Wide the ashes of the dead!

VOICES.

0O, we can not!

The Apostles

And the Martyrs, wrapped in mantles,
Stand as wardens at the entrance,
Stand as sentinels o’erhead !

THE BELLS.

Excito lentos!
Dissipo ventos!
Paco cruentos!

LUCIFER.

Baffled! baffled!

Ineffizient,

Craven spirits! leave this labor
Unto Time, the great Destroyer!
Come away, ere night is gone!

VoICES.

Onward! onward!
‘With the night-wind,
Over field and farm and forest,
Lonely homestead, darksome hamlet,
Blighting all we breathe upon!
[They sweep away. Organ and Gre
gorian Chant.]

CHOIR.

Nocte surgentes
Vigilemus omnes.

00— —

SCEINE IT.

Castle of Vautsberg on the Rhine. A chamber
in a tower. PRINCE HENRY alone, il and
restless. Midnight.

PrRINCE HENRY.

I can not sleep! my fervid brain

Calls up the vanished Past again,

And throws its misty splendors deep
Into the pallid realms of sleep!

A breath from that far-distant shore
Comes freshening ever more and more,
And wafts o’er intervening seas

Sweet odors from the Hesperides!

Come back, ye friendships long departed!
That like o’erflowing streamlets started,
And now are dwindled, one by one,

To stony channels in the sun!

Come back, ye friends whose lives are ended,
Come back, with all that light attended,
‘Which seemed to darken and decay

‘When ye arose and went away!

They come, the shapes of joy and woe,
The airy crowds of long ago,

The dreams and fancies known of yore,
That have been, and shall be no more.

Rest! rest! O, give me rest and peace!
The thought of life that ne’er shall cease
Has something in it like despair,

A weight T am too weak to bear!
Sweeter the undisturbed and deep
Tranquillity of endless sleep!

———0- 0 Q00—

SCEINE ITT.

A flash of lightring, out of which LUCIFER
pears, in the gard of a traveling Physician.
LUCIFER.

All hail, Prince Henry!

PrINCE HENRY [starting].
‘Who is it speaks?
‘Who and what are you?
LUCIFER.
One who seeks
A moment’s audience with the Prince.
PRINCE HENRY.

‘When came you in?
("
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LUCIFER.

o A nmioment since.
I found your study door unlecked,

And thought you answered when I knocked

Prixce HENRY.
What may your wish or purpose be?

LUCIFER.

The storm, that against your casement drives,

In the little village below waylaid me,
And there 1 heard, with a secret delight,
Of your maladies physical and mental;

And 1 hastened hither, the’ late in the night,

To profitr my aid! . . . .
What is your illness?

Prixci HENRY.

It has no name.
A smoldering, dull, perpetual flame,
As in a Kiln, burns in my veins.
Even the doctors of Salern
Send me back word they can discern

I feel again
The fever of youth, the soft desire,
O joy! Ojoy! 1 feel
The band of steel uplifted :
My weary breast
At length finds rest.
CHORUS.
Touch the goblet no more!
Tt will make thy heart sore
To its very core!
Beware! 0O, beware!
Sickness, sorrow, and care,
All are there!
With fiendish laughter,
Heveafter,
This fulze physician
‘Will nrock thee in thy perdition.

Prixcr HExRy.
Golden visions wave and hover,
Golden vapors, waters streaming
1 am like a happy lover
‘Who illumines life with dreaming.

Brave physician!  Rare physician?!

No cure for a malady like this,
‘Well hast thou fulfilled thy mission.

Save one which in its nature is
~Impossible, and can not be!
('HORUS.

LUCIFER. Alas! alas!
i e el O Like a vapor the golden vixion
What is their remedy Shall fade and pass,
And thou wilt find in thy heart again
Ouly the blight of pain,
And bitter, bitter contrition!

Prince HENRY.

You shall see;
‘Writ in this scroll is the mystery.
LucCiveR [reading]. oo e
“The only remedy that remains
Is the blood that tlows from a maiden’s veins,
Who of her own free will shall die,
And give her life as the price of yours!?

SCENE IV.

ELSIE comes in with a lcimp; MAX and BERTHA
Jollow hier; and they all sing the Evening Song

The preseription you may well put by.
Meantime permit me to recommend
My wondertul Catholicon!

Behold it here! this little flask
Contains the wonderful quintessence,
The perfect flower and eftlorescence,
Of all the knowledge man can ask!

PrincE HENRY.
‘Will one draught suffice?

LUCIFER.
If not, you can drink more.

PRINCE HENRY.

Into this erystal goblet pour
So much as safely I may drink.

INVISIBLE CHORUS OF ANGELS,

Woe! woe! eternal woe!

Not only the whispered prayer
Of love,

But the imprecations of hate,
Reverberate

For ever and ever through the ajr
Above!

This fearful curse

Shakes the great universe!

LucireRr [disappearing).

Drink! drink!

And thy soul shall sink
Down into the dark abyss,
Into the infinite abyss.

Prince HENRY [drinking].

It is like a draught of fire!
Through every vein

on the lighting of the lanps.
(Queertet, vnacconyptnied,)

O gladsome light

Of the Father Immortal,
And of the celestial
Sacred and blessed
Jesus, our Savior!

Now to the sunset
Again hast thou brought us;
And, seeing the evening
Twilight, we bless thee,
Praise thee, adore thee!
Father omnipotent!

Son, the Life-giver!
Spirit, the Comforter!
‘Worthy at all times

Of worship and wonder!

00 00—— —

SCENE V.

ELsIE'S chamber. Night. ELSIE praying.

My Redeemer and my Lord,

T beseech thee, 1 entreat thee,

Guide me in each act and word,
That hereafter T may meet thee,
‘Watching, waiting, hoping, yearning,

With my lamp well trimmed and burning?

Interceding,

‘With these bleeding

Wounds upon thy hands and side,
For all who have lived and erred
Thou hast suffered, thou hast died,
Scourged, and mocked, and crucified,

And in the grave hast thou been buried!
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If my feeble praycer can reacih the
O my Savior, I beseecl: thee,
Even as thou hast died ior me,
More sincerely

Let me foliow where thou leadest,
Vet nie, bleeding as thou bleedest,.
Dic, if dyvisg T may give

Life to one who asks to live,

And more nearly,

Dying thus, resemble thee!

OO O

SCENE VI

The Pilgrimnage to Salerno.
7 i

(For Orehes
Onward and onward the highway runs to the
distant city, impatiently bearing
Tidings of human joy and disaster, of love and
of hate, of doing and daring.

L T R . . e e e e e e e

o only)

Prince HEXNRY.

Hark ! what sounds are those whose accents holy
Fill the warm noon with musie sad and sweet ?

KErsie.

It is a band of pilgrims, moving slowly
On their long journcy with uncovered feet.

Prranrins.

Urbs coelestis, urbs beata,
Supra petram eollocata,
Urbs in portu satis tuto,
De longinquo te saluto!

O ey —

SCENE VIT.

The Convent of Ilirscheau in the Black Forest.
The Refectory.  Gaudiolum of monks at mid-
night. LUCIVER disguised as a friar. FRIAR
Pacwn sings.

(Drinking Song and Chorus.)
Ave! color vini clari,
Duleis potus, non amari,

Tua nos incbriari

Digneris potentia !
O! quam placens in colore!
O! quam fragrans in odore!
O! quam sapidum in ore!

Dulee linguze vineulum !
Felix venter quem intrabis!
Felix guttur quod rigabis !
Felix os quod tu lavabis!

It beata labia!

CHORUS oF MONKS.

Funde vinum, fundec!
Tanquam sint fluminis nundee,
Nee queeras unde,

Sed fundas semper abunde !

[TRaNSLATION (FOR THTs WORK} BY EpMUND C. STEDMAN.]
(Drinking Song and Choris.)

Hail! thou vintage clear and ruddy!

Sweet of taste, and fine of body,

Thro’ thine aid we soon shall study
How to make us glorious!

O'! thy color erubescent!
O! thy fragrance evanescent !

O! within the mouth, how pleasant!
Thou the tongue’s praetorius!

Blest the stomach where thou wendest !
Blest the throat which thou distendest!
Blest the mouth which thou befriendest,
And the lips victorious!
CHORUS OF MONKS.

Pour the wine, then, pour it!
Let the wave bear all before it!
There’s none to score it,

So pour it in plenty, pour it!

— 0O e

SCENE VIII.
The Revel, and appearance of the Abbot.

(For Orchestra only.)

What means this revel and carouse?

Is this a tavern and drinking-house ?

Are you Christian monks, or heathen devilg,
To pollute this covent with your revels?

0D OO

SCENE IX.

At Genoa.  Night. EILSIE coming from her

chamber upon the tervace,

The night is calm and cloudless,
And still as still can be,

And the stars come forth to listen
To the music of the sea.

They eather, and gather, and gather,
Until they crowd the sky,

And listen, in breathless silence,
To the solemn litany.

It begins in rocky caverns,

As a voice that chants alone

To the pedals of the organ

In monotonous undertone;

And anon from shelving beaches,
And shallow sands beyond,

In snow-white robes uprising,
The ghostly choirs respond,
Christe eleison !

B —

SCENE X.

(Barcarolle—for Orehestra only.)

The fisherman, who lies afloat,
With shadowy sail, in yonder boat,
Is singing softly to the Night!

A single step, and all is o'er;

A plunge, a bubble, and no more;
And thou, dear Elsie, wilt be free
From martyrdom and agony.

e OGO - -

SCEINE XT.
At sea.

('HORTS 01" SATLORS.

The wind upon our quarter lies,
And on before the freshening gals,
That fills the snow-white lateen sail,
Swiftly our light felucea flies,
Around, the billows burst and foam
They lift her o’er the sunken rock,
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They beat her sides with many a shock,
And then upon their flowing dome
They poise her, like a weathercock !
Now all is ready, high and low;

Blow, blow, good Saint Antonio!

Ha! that is the first dash of the rain,

With a sprinkle of spray above the rails,
Just enough to moisten our sails,

And make them ready for the strain.

See how she leaps, as the blasts o'ertake her,
And speeds away with a bone in her mouth !
Now keep her head toward the south,

And there is no danger of bank or breaker.
With the breeze behind us, on we go;

Not too much, good Saint Antonio!

~~—— 0O OO

SCENE XTT.

The Collcge of Salerno. LUCIFER disguised as
a friar. Fnter PRINCE HENRY, KLSIE, and
their attendants.

Prince HENRY.

Can you direct us to Friar Angelo?

LUCIFER.
He stands before you.

PriNcE HENRY.
I am Prince Henry of Hoheneck, and this
The maiden that I spake of in my letters,

LUCIFER.

Tt is a very grave and solemn business!
Does she of her own free will consent to this?

PriNncE HEXNRY,
Against all prayers, entreaties, protestations,
She will not be persuaded.

LUcCIFER [fo ELSIE].

Have you thought well of it?

ELSIE.

I come not here
To argue, but to die. Your business is not
To question, but to kill me. I am ready
ST impatient to be gone. .
I must fulfil my purpose.

[7o her attendants.]
‘Weep not, my friends! rather rejoice with me.
1 shall not feel the pain, but shall be gone,
And you will have another friend in heaven.

b
.

Prixce HENRY.
Believe not what she says, for she is mad
And comes not here to die, but to be healed.
ELsIE.
Alas! Prince Henry!

LUCIFER.
Come with me; this way.
[ELsIE goes in with LUCTFER, who thrusts

PrINCE HENRY back and closes the
door.]

PrincE HENRY.
Gone! and the light of all my life gone with her.
[76 the attendants. ]

‘Why did you let this horrible deed be done?
‘Why did you not lay hold on her, and keep her
From self-destruction? Angelo! murderer!

E1sIE [within).
Farewell, dear Prince! farewell!

PriNncE HENRY AND CHORUA
Unbar the door!

LUCIFER.
It is too late!

PRINCE HENRY AND CHORUS.

It shall not be too late!
Burst the door open! Rush in!

——o0r@l00——

SCEINE XTTT.

The Return. Castle of Vautsberg on the RMine.
PrINCE HENRY and ELSIE on the terrace aé
evening.

PrixcE HENRY AND ELSIE.

Behold! the hill-tops all aglow
With purple and with amethyst;
‘While the whole valley deep below
Is filled, and secms to overflow,
With a fast-rising tide of mist.

PriNCE HENRY.

The evening air grows damp and chill;
Let us go in.
ErsIE.

Ah! not so soon.
See yonder fire! It is the moon
Slow rising o’er the eastern hill.

BorH.

It glimmers on the forest tips,

And through the dewy foliage drips

In little rivulets of light,

And makes the heart in love with night.
In life’s delight, in death’s dismay,

In storm and sunshine, night and day,
In health and sickness, in decay,

Here and hereafter, I am thine!

-o-OFEF 00——

SCENE XTV.
(EPILOGUE AND FINALE.)

O beauty of holiness,

Of sclf-forgetfulness, of lowliness!

O power of meekness,

‘Whose very gentleness and weakness
Are like the yielding, but irresistible airt
In characters of gold,

That never shall grow old,

The deed divine

Shall burn and shine

Through all the ages

With soft effulgence!

O God! ’tis thy indulgence

That fills the world with the bliss

Of a good deed like this.

Lo! over the mountain steeps

A dark, gigantic shadow sweeps;

A blackness inwardly brightening,
As a storm-cloud lurid with lightning;
And a cry of lamentation,

Repeated and again repeated,

Deep and loud,

Swells and rolls away in the distance.
Tt is Lucifer, the son of mystery.

O beauty of holiness,

Of self-forgetfulness, of lowliness!
The deed divine

Shall burn and shine

Through all the ages,

FINIS.
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QUARTET WITHOUT ACCOMPANIMENT.
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SCENE V,
Elsie’s Chamber.

Andante espressivo.

Elsie praying.

Night.
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SCENE VI

The Pilgrimage to Salerno.
{FOR ORCHESTRA ONLY.)

“Onward and onward the highway runs to the distant city, impatiently bearing
Tidings of human joy and disaster, of love and of hate, of doing and daring.

Hark ! what sounds are those, whose accents holy

Prince HENRY. Fill the warm noon with music sad and sweet?

ELSIE. { It is a band of pilgrims, moving slowly,
On their long journey with uncovered feet.
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SCENE VIL

(DRINKING SONG.)

The Refectory. Convent of Hirschau in the Black Forest. Gaudiolum of monks af midnight. L
oifer disquised as a friar. Friar Paul sings.

Allegro con Fuoco.
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= This part may be sung by the singer of the role of * Lueifer.
 Boglish translation (for this work) by EDMUND C. STEDMAN.
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SCENE VIIL

The Revel, and appearance of the Abbot.

(FOR ORCHESTR. ONLY.)

Is this a tavern and drinking house?
Are you Christian monks, or heathen devils,
To pollute this convent with your revels?”

“ What means this revel and carouse?
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A terrace overlooking the sea.
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SCENE XI.

At Sea.

(CHORUS OF SAILORS.))

Allegro con Bpirite.
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SCENE XIIL
The Return, Costle of Vautsberg on the Rhine. Prince Henry and Elsie on the terrace. Evening.

Allegro mon troppo.
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SCENE XIV.

Epilogue and Finale.
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