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THE BELLS OF CORNEVILLE.
CHARACTERS OF THE OPERA.

SERPOLETTE, THE GOOD-FOR-NOTHING . . . . . . . . . SOFRANO,

GERMAINE, THE LOST MARCHIONESS . . . . . . . . MEZZO SOPRANO,

GERTRUDE

JEANNE . . . e . . . . . . VILLAGE MAIDENS.

MANETTE

SUZANNE

HENRI, MARQUIS OF CORNEVILLE . . . . . . . . BARITONE,

FEAN GRENICHEUX, A FISHERMAN , . . . . . . . . . TENOR.

GASPARD, A MISER . . . . . . . . . . . . . BASS.

THE BAILLI . . . . . . . . . . . . . BASS

REGISTRAR (GREFFIER) . . . . . . . . . . . TENOR.

ASSESSOR (L’ASSESSEUR) . . . . . . . . . . . TENOR.
* NOTARY (LE TABELLION.) . . . . . . . . . . . BASS.

VILLAGERS, ATTENDANTS OF THE MARQUIS.

ARGUMENT.

Henri, MArRQuis oF CORNEVILLE, who has been since childhood, owing to civil war, an
exile, returns to his ancestral home on the occasion of the great annual fair which is being cele-
brated in the village that receives its name from his chateau. It is one of the old-fashioned Nor

man villages of the seventeenth century.

In the First Act, the curtain rises on an assemblage of village gossips, discussing scandal and
small talk, SERPOLETTE, a cross between Fanchon and Boulotte, is the topic of conversation
among the belles of Corneville. She comes in just in time to turn the tables on the others, and
changes their taunts into expressions of rage. GASPARD, an old miser, wishes to marry his niece,
GERMAINE, to the principal magistrate of the district, the BamLii. This arrangement does not
suit GERMAINE, nor a young fisherman named JEaN GRENICHEUX, who pretends that he has saved
her life from drowning on a certain occasion. To escape from the power of old GAsparD, GER-
MAINE takes advantage of the privileges of the fair (a similar scene to that in the first act of
% Martha”), and becomes the servant of the Marquis. Her example is followed by GRENICHEUX
and SERPOLETTE. T

The Second Act is taken up with the supernatural visitors who have made the Castle of
Corneville so long an object of dread. HENRI determines to find out the real character of these
~ ghostly appearances, and discovers that it is all the work of the old miser, who has concealed
nis treasures in the chateau. The discovery drives Gaspard crazy, especially when he hears the
bells of the chateau ringing for the first time since the flight of the old Marquis.

The Third Act represents the grand fete given in honor of the return of HENRI to his an-
cestral home.  SERPOLETTE arrives as a Marchionesss, as some papers, found in the chateau,
indicate that she is the lost heiress. The miser, however, recovers his reason, and shows that
GERMAINE is the true Marchioness. A love Duet between her and HENRI, and the reconcilia-
tion of all the parties, bring the romantic story to a close.

Stereotyped and Primemw J. Frank Giles, iioswn.
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[Z%e stage represents a Forvest Scene near the village of Corneville.

spectator.

Hiring of Maid-servants, Coachinen and Domestics.”

11

ACT L

At the wiiddle of the scene is a fountain somewhat to the right of the

At the first entrance, lef?, is a tall post, bearing a bill on whick is inscribed in large letters, © Corneville Market, Grand

Eunter Peasants and village maidens,]
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(Ezeunt Omnes except SERPOLETTE, who kides herself. She then | GERTRUDE. You do not seem to have a particularly good opinion ol
comes forward and signs to the other peasant girls to join her. They Father Gaspard. .

advance with hesitation, and form a circle around her. SERP. Good opinion? Why, bless your silly heart! he is such a

SErP. Oh, come now! you must not take a little sharp talk too : p .
: : ”; X repulsive creature, that I often wishsd he had never found me 1
much to heart, girls. ~ You know you began it. But it’s all over, the fields when I was a baby!

and I’m nov the one to bear malice, Well, I admit I was fool- A N .
ish enough at one time to allow this miserable, good-for-nothing MANETTE. Where did Germaine spring from ?

fellow, Jean Grenicheux, who couldn’t speak the truth, if he tried, [ SERP. Oh, some vulgar stock, I suppose! Now, as for me, do you
to keep company with me. Of course, when that horrid old know, girls, that I often dream that royal blood flows in these
miser, Gaspard, brought his chalky-faced, simpering niece, Ger- veins, and that princely parents are hunting all over the world fur
maine, into the house, Grenicheux found it more profitable to me !

dance attendance on an heiress than to be true to a poor, friend-| ALL. Royal blood! A princess! Ha, ha, ha!

less girl. But, let me tell you, he’s wasting his time there. i SERP. You will see, som~ time or other! Listen.
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vEnter GASPARD and the BATLLI. BaiLri. You forget that he rescued her from drowning once, and
atitude, you kn g ’
8ERP. What do you think of the grand wedding, that is to come off & ¥ o

goon ? Little Germaine, hardly out of her pinafores, and that
precious old booby of a Bailli, who is as old a8 Methusaleh, and
fooks like a scarecrow.

BarLL1 to GASPARD. Well, truly, such impertinence!

Gasp. You wretched foundling, and good for nothing girl! I’ll
make you feel the weight of my cane,

SERP. I kpow you would if you could catch me, but you shall not
have the chance. Now for a race, go as you please. (Ezit, pur-
sued by GASPARD.)

Bairr. Don’t excite yourself, Gaspard. 1 care not what envious
tongues may say, as long as the fair Germaine is to be my bride.

GERTRUDE. Hisbride? January and May. Listen, girls, to the ven-
erable lover, with one foot in the grave.

GAsP. (reentering.) Silence, you pack of scandal mongers; be off
at once, or beware the consequences !

(Ezeunt Village gi-ls laughing.)

Bariri.  They are not to blame, after all, as long as your niece, Ger-
maine, encourages them.

Gasp. Wly, youn must be mistaken.

My niece would not associate
with such hassies.

Bamrr. Well, I know one thing, and that is, she never loses an op-
portunity to emcourage the attentions of that wretched fisherman
Grenicheux. ’

GAsP. Pshaw! Youshould give ler credit for more taste. ¥hy, he
serves as & butt of ridicule for the village.

Gasp. That counts for nothing. He was fishing, my nieco fell off
the rocks into the sea, and he could not help catching something.
Any one might have done the same.

BarLri At ali events, don’t forget your promise, Gaspard. Germaine
is to be mine, or a gentle hint to the authorities about certain
goingson of yours.

Gasp. (aside.) Heavens! can he guess? No, no, it cannot be (aloud.)
Your language is quite an enigma to me, 1 assure you.

Bairtr. Indeed! For instance, your administration of the affairs of
the former Marquis of Corneville, whe has been an exile for so
many years.

Gasp. My administration defies investigation. I am ready to meet
the Marquis, or his son, if ever they return, and reander a strict
account.

BarLri, You are very confident and [ am glad of it. Now, these
phantoms that hauut the castle.

Gasp. I am not the guardian of spirits. If they wish to roam around
nightly, how can L helpit?
BamLLi. Well, I shall see about it and shall search the chateau.

Gasp. Don’t, 1 beg of you. Leave the ghosts in their own quarters,
and do not set them loose in the village. What is the use, now,
in being over zealous. Germaine shall be yonrs, and I’ll make
preparations for a basty wedding.

BarLprl. That just suite me (GRENICHEUX Aaard within). Ah! bhere
comes that miserable fisherman,

Gasp. Leave me to setile hig pretentions with this cane.

BaiLLi. No,no, we muet have no scandal here. Come. (Ezeunt }

(Enter GRENICHEUX, with fishing nets, §e.,)
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(Enter GERMAINE listening, GRENICHRUX hides.) GERM, I cannot help what they sa.y, nor you, for believing all you

. . hear.
GerM. Surely the voice came from this direction. Oh!

. ] GareN., Of course, in prese f such Ithy suit Grent
GRENICHEUX. (advancing,) You heard me, Madamoigelle. cheux will be éoonpforg;(::no. Fach & wealthy suitor, poor Lrrenk
GerM. Ferhaps so. But I was looking for my uncle, and not you, | Germ. And if so, I am at perfect liberty to make a choice.

GreN. Indeed! The first time I ever knew, the old skinflint could | GREN. Don't forget, that you owe your life to me.

sing. 1 thought that the chink of gold was the only music he favored. | quoy You take good care not to let me forget.

GErM No matter what he likes, he is my guardian. GREN. Ihave the best right to you.
GREN To be exclianged for another soon, I hear. GEERM. I cannot admit your reasoning. I wishtio be ruy own mistress,

GREN. DUntil 0ld Gaspard brings vou up to the altar, to marry s

Baiili, old enough to be your grandfather. )
GaEX. They say you are going to marry that old Bailli. GERM. You are talking nonsense! Do not fear, I shall not forget
my VOWw.

GeErM  Well, that is news for me.
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(Cries of people within.)
GEREN, (going to back.) What is all this commotion about?¥
GERM. (goingto back.) Why, what a strange looking man, and a
queer looking dress. No wonder he has a ecrowd after him.
(Enter HENRI, in Mezican costume, followed by villagers.)

HENR1. Well, such inquisitive people, I declare. Please moderate
your curiosity. It may be a rather strange costume in your eyes
but yoa must admit, a highly picturesque one. Just the thing
for a figure like this. Well, to satisfy your curiosity, pretty maid-
ens, permit me to introduce myself as one from the other world.

VILLAGE GIRLS. (screaming.) A ghost! a ghost!

HenNri. Well no, rather too substantial forthat. The other world is
America, where I lived among the savages, ‘

GERM. Do all the savages dress like you?

HENR1, Bless your pretty face, no. The savages paint as the
great ladies do in France, and have the same affection for other
people’s hair,

GERTRUDE. Please, tell us all abont them.

Hznri. My little beauty, you must really excuse me now.

ALL. We must hear the story now. (Al crowd around.)

HENR1. Really, young people, you will spoil this costume.
permit me to suffer Messieurs the savages to rest for the present,
as I wish to do.

Pleawo, .

GxRM, You are a stranger here, Monsieur.

LEGEND OF

No. 5.

He¥al. Yes, a wandering seaman, I ieft my bark at Honflen: ar
intend to return immediately to my gallant crew. I trust yos.
curiosity beiug now satisfied, you will answer wy question. What
do you call that chateau, whose towers I saw rising abere the
tree-tops as I came along.

GerM. The chateau of Corneville, which has been closed againsi
the world for twenty years. It is haunted by ghosts.

Hexzi. How romantic! a haunted chatean! I have heard of such
things, but this is the first opportnnity I have had to form the
acquaintance of a genuine ghost. I shall start at once for the
chateaun.

GERM. (detaining him.) Oh, sir, you know not what a terrible dange
you would encounter. Do not, I beg of you, brave the anger
of demons.

HENRI. Sweet lady, have I not braved danger before ¥ Have I not
seen—

ALL. (crowding.) Oh! tell us. You have seen—

HeNRI. Nothing. Why, some living beings are worse than spirits.
Bah! your ghosts are masquerading knaves.

GERM. Oh, sir, if you had seen the windows of the chateau lighted
up by unearthly hands, and phantoms flitting across the illumi.
nated halls. No oue has ever unlocked the doors of the chateau.

HENRL Hence this ghostly legend.
GERM. There is another legend about the chateau.

HENRIL Tell me of it, T pray. I am very fond of legends.

GERM. It gays that when one of the old family of nobles, that for
merly dwelt in Corneville returns to claim his ancestral liome,
the chimes of the chateau, which have been so long silent shall
sound once more. Listen to the legend.

THE BELLS.
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HENRI. Quite a romantic legend and a lovely girl beside. So, Monsieur Henri de Corneville, here we are home again, or

I wonder why the chimes do not welcome the long lost Marquis. or rather his son, home. What
a life of adventure has been mine, and yet I love the sea,
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(Enter SERPOLETTE, GASPARD dragging GRENICHEUX by
the collar, GERMAINE i1 an imploring attitude. BAILLI and
Peasants.) {General commotion.)

HzNz1. Well, I declare, gnite a riot in Corneville. even on

the day of the great fair. I shall retire for the present.
(Exit Henri.)

SUCH CONDUCT IS QUITE SAD.
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¢The curtain may rise on a path in the woods. 7illagers pass two by two to the fair, while the Entr'acte i being played.
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SCENE 1L

‘e FAIR OF CORNEVILLE, .
(Enter GRENICHEUX frightened and out of breath.) |8ive up all thou

GREY. Was there ever a more unfortunate wretch than poor |master at the fair to-day. Tha

I mast now

made the Bailli and Gaspard my «.aamies for life.

”~
a

ghts of Germaine, and seek service of some

t is the only chance left for e

Grenicheux ! A fugitive from justice. What shall I dot I have|to escape the clutches of the Bailli and the law.
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THO’ THEY MAY NOT PURSUE ME.
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(Enter Peasant Girts. URENICHEUX Aifdes.) (Exeunt Village Girls))
GeR. That ¢ld Gaspard ought to be ashamed of himself, to treat| Nor, The timid little dears! Be still, my fluttering heart! Now,
poor Germaine in such a brutal manner ! gentleman, I wish you to bear in mind that in consequence of tha
AiL. Shame! Shame! unaccountabla disappearance of the Bailli, on me rests the res-
GREN. (Coming forward.) 1s there anything the matter, my dear? ponsibility of opening the fair of Corneville. I wish, therefore,

GER. Yes; you'll find it out, if the Bailli or Gaspard lay hands on that all dle respect be paid to the dignity of my office.

you! . .
GREN. Oh, save me! Save me! What shall [ do? ALL. (Bowing.) Yes, noble sir.

GER. You have got Germaine into a nice pickle. Old Gaspard|NOT. A little lower, gentlemen: bena your backs a iittle more
swears he’ll lock her up! There ; my dignity is duly honored. Now to your places Do

GREN. Oh, I promise never to meet her again. (Cries within.) Here not run in that manner, like untrained school-boys; butin this
they are after me! Help! Help! (£%i# GRENICHEUX.) manner, with becoming gravity and respect. Now, hand me my

wand of office. tCompose your looks with proper solemnity.
(Ernter NOTARY, REGISTRAR, ASSESSOR and Attendants.)
Not. Come, girls, do not loiter here ; but go and join the other vil- Admit the servants, and let us hear what they have to say.
lagers in the grand procession. Hasten, or you will be too late. (Enter Procession of Villagers.)
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side to the river, and at the lefd, on another conducting to the other parts of the chatean.
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ACT IL

ENTR’ ACTE.

A Rall 1w the chatean of Cowmeville. In the front of the stage, at left of spectator, two large windows, comcealew. by tapestry curtaine
Opposite, on the right side, at front, a little practical door in the wainscoting. On either side are chamld.liers, in whick
are six candles nearly consumed. Further up, two large windows open at the right on a gallery whick leads out-

Near the windows and the

gallery on the left, at the back, is the figure of a warrior in iron armor, mounted on @ volling chariot. A table and chairs
of the period are on the stage; there is also a piece of tapestry, representing a hunt in the time of Henri II. When tke ta
pestry is drawn aside, a second hall is seen whick is covered with dust and cobwebs. [n this appartment, whick extends to the very
back of the stage, stand four pedestals surmounted with warriors in iron uniform. The first pedestal at the left has lost its figures
which is that to be found in the first appartment, mounted on a chariol.
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(Enter HENRY and CHORUS on tiptoe. bearina torches



LET OUR TORCHES LIGHT THE GLOOM.

No. 10. GERMAINE, HENR!I & CHORUS.
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Now ye have sailors for your foe - men! Let our torch - es light up the gloom,
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Enter Germaine.)
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Let now ourtorch - es light the gloom.
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Henrl. Now, my lads, leave not a hall unsearched. Don’t forget the door that opens on the river. We’ll soon
unmask the rogues that disgrace my ancestral home with their knavish fricks. (Fxeunt omnes except Germaine.)
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BY HIS SIDE.

AIR. GERMAINE.

NOTE.—This song should be sung previous to No 14.

Moderato ben sostenuto. GERMAINE,
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And thoughmy coward heart fain would not,
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I'LL SHUT MY EYES.

TRIO. Serpolette, Grenicheux & Ballll.

Enter Serpolette, Grenicheux and Bailli, groping in the dark. They touch each other and recoil with a cvy.
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SERPOL.ETTE.
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tit - ti, trem - ble,
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GRENICHEUX.
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HENRL (Within.) Guard the doors, my men! We’ll have them soon! GERM. Don’t be too sure of that, my lord. I have been trembling
SERP., GREN. & BAILLL. (Falling on their knees) We're lost! like an aspen leaf ever since I entered here, and my heart goes
Mercy! Mercy! pit-a-pat as if it was going to jump out of my mouth any moment.
[Enter HENRI ang his men. Two of them are covered with gust] HENRL. So, Monsieur le Bailli, this is the care you take my chateau

HENRL. Hello! you have some of the dust of ages on you. Don’t during my absence !
mind, my lads : you shall have something to wash it down. Can BaiLiit. Your chateau?
any one have penetrated beyond this hall from the river? HENRI. Yes, mine. Henri de Corneville, returned to claim his own:

GERM. Here are three——who can they be ?
HeNRL Some of your ghosts. My men have turned the tables on
them, and have thoroughly frightened them.
GREN. Please, good ghosts, spare us this time!
. SERP. (Looking up.) As 1 live, there is Germaine !
GERM. Why, Serpolette, how came you here ?
BaiLr Little Germaine in the chatean!
HexaL Yes, she is a brave girl, and one not afraid of ghosts.

BaLLt. Most wonderful! I am delighted to hear it!

SERp. The captain a marquis! Can it be?

HENRI.  Come, sir, is this the way you attend to your duties? Al
lowing these venerable walls to be made the sport of gracelesy
mountebanks ?

BamnLt. My lord, I assure you—

HENRI. What have you to say for yourself, sir?

Banii Those scandalloving villagers have driven me almom
crazv.
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HeNrI. You showd think of something else at your age besides

marriage with such a young girl.
BAiLLl. My lord, if you will permit me—

HENRI.  Silence, sir! Have you anything to say about these so-

called ghosts?

BaiLLr. They do not come within the scope of my official duties.
GERM. Here’s one o rcllers.  (Pushes armed figure forward.)

Hewnri There’s nothing anreal about this one.

HENRI

HENRI

HENRI

SERP. Here are candles that have been lighted recently.

We are coming at the truth. Now, who attends to these

candles ?
GREN. His satanic majesty, of course

It is ail knavery, we shall see. Come—to work! Here is a

curtain, perhaps something may be concealed behind it. (Radres
arras hangings and discovers hall with armed statues.)
GREN. (falling on his tnees.) There they are! Save me! Save me .

Peace, fool! They are the arms of my noble ancestors.
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fieNxL Pshaw! Here is the explanation of this wonderful mystery.
There can be only one entrance for these, so-called, ghosts to my
chatean. They come from the river side. No one can know any-
thing about our coming here. We arrived when the moon was
hidden behind a cloud. Now let a guard be placed at every door.

GerM, Excuse me, my lord, but here is a door we have not seen
before. There is a key in it.

HENRL Thanks, my dear. Let me investigate the mystery. (Exi/
HENRL)

SERP. 1 wonder what kind of ghosts are in there ?

BaiLLi. I don’t believe in ghosts. Where are they ?

GREN. Look there! Save me! Save me! (Enter HENRI, rovered
with a sheet.)

HENRL. Well, what nonsense! Here is some of your ghostly trum-
pery. By the way, I found this tin box which may contain some

important documents. By Jove, whatis this? An official docu
ment! Please, Monsie.r le Baillj, read it.

BAILLl. (Reading.) My dear Gaspard "—

SERP AND GERM. What! The old miser?

BAILLL (Reading)) “1 am obliged to fly from France. My intan
daughter I confide to your care. Bring her up as a simple peasant
girl, as I fear much that my enemies, were they to know that she
was my child, would kill her. My dear Gaspard, do all for ber

you can, and when I return I shall repay you an hundred fold.
(Signed.)

“ May 16th, 1667.”

SERP. One moment! I am convinced I am his child! I was fourd
by Gaspard, and the only child he ever found, on the date men,
tioned. I am the long-lost child. Iam the Marchioness. Lon}

at the date.

“ HENR1, MARQUIS OF LUCENAY.
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HENR1L. Well, we'll admit all you say, Serpolette, but your claims
must yet be decided upon. There is the evidence of the old
miser, Gaspard, to be given.

SERP. Why, how can there be any doubt about the matter? Gas-
pard never had a baby besides your humble servant.

GREN. For heaven’s sake, your Highness, let me go home.
ghost in every wave of the curtains.

HENRI. You miserable effigy of a man! Listen, my gallant fellows
-—take care of this wretched poltroon, and if he utters one cry,
pitch him into the river!

GREN. Oh, what a fate is mine!

HENRL. Now, Serpolette. (Sailors kustle GRENICHEUX about, and
carry kim away.)

SERP. “ Serpolette,” my lord! Such undue familiarity! The ¢ Mar-
chioness,” probably, you meant to say.

HENRI. Madmoiselle, I stand corrected,—the ¢ Marchioness,” of
course! Now, would you be so kind as to retire to yonder tapes-
tried room for a few minutes, and look over the records of your
family?

Serp. Certainly, my lord,—with you as company.

HENRIL I have other business to attend to.

SErRP. But a Marchioness all alone in a haunted room —

HENRI. Armed with the records of your noble birth.

Iseea

love to me ?

HENRI. Ask him his pedigree—he will soon vanish.

SERP. Well, then, my lord, I shall retire for the present to read the
records of my noble family. I shall leave you here with this

oung person. I believe, they call her Germaine. ¢ Serpolette,”
indeed! “Marchioness,” I say, and don’t you forget it!
(E£xit SERPOLETTE.)

GErRM. Why, my lord, all are gone, and we are all alone.

Henri. Well, suppose so. A brave little heart like yours fears
nothing. Come, tell me about this marriage of yours, with that
old, broken-down Bailli.

GERM. Itwas a false report. Such a marriage could never take
place. Besides, there was Jean Grenicheux.

Henr. What! that booby? For goodness’ sake, what right had he
to interfere ?

GERM. My lord, he has an influence over me on the score of grati.
tude. He saved my life once, by rescuing me from the sea, after
I fell from the rocks, a mile or so from the village. Although 1
do not love him, I must be grateful.

HENRIL (A4side) The unconscionable rascal! To claim the credit
of what I have done! (Aloxd) Well, I had no idea that I had
engaged a coachman who is in the knight-errant business. But
your face reminds me of days when, as a youth, I dreamed of

SErP. True; very true. But, suppose some ghost should make

such a beautiful being!
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(Knocking heard within.)

Henrk?  Ah! the signal. Now, for an interview with the ghosts.
Thev won’t like it, I am sure. Serpolette! Serpolette! Obh!
pardon me—Marchioness! Marchioness !

(Enter SERPOLETTE.)

SErRP. That name, Marchioness, my lord, must meet a ready
response.

HENRL I merely wished to advise your ladyship thatour expected
visitors, the ghosts, are about to put in an appearance.

SERP. Oh, save me, my lord! I don’t want to meet them.

Hexr1  Fear in the breast of the Marchioness De Lucenay? Why,
I am surprised !

SERP. Right, my lord; I am once more on my dignity. Marchion-
ess, if you please; don’t you forget it. But then, is there
nothing more substantial for a Marchioness than ghosts? (Cries
within.) Here they come! Here they come? Ah, save me!

Help! The Marchioness is going to faint !
HENRL Why, Izfou silly creature { these are only my men! Look at
this staunch little craft here, Germaine, who fears no man!

GERM. My Lord, a ghost and a man are very different things !

(Enter GRENICHEUX, BAILLI, & SAILORS.)
HlENRL. Now, Monsieur Le Bailli, we shall very soon have an op-
portunity of interviewing those precious ghosts of yours.

BaiLLl. Your Excellency, one of your crew informs me that there

AS HE’S LOOKING

No. 15. CHORUS and

is a boat on the river approaching the chateau, and that one man
alone is in it.

GRrEN. Help! Help! Look at that phantom!
SERP. You donkey! It is only the curtain which I was puiling
back

GREN. A puliback? Ob, thatis a very different thing.

HENRL (Aside.) That miserable liar, Grenicheux! on’t I make
him smart for his intolerable falsehoods. (A/02%d) My men, this
hall will be the first place where the ghosts will come.  We must
hide, so as to intercept them. Now some one must remain here
on guard. Who shall it be?

A VERY SMALL SAILOR (s/eps forward). 1, captain.

HEenrI. Oh,no! You wouldn’t be a mouthful for a ghost. Let me
see—] want the bravest man in the crew. Who is het ah!
here he is ! (Claps GRENICHEUX o the back) Come, boys. put
him in yonder armor.

GREN. Oh, please your highness, I am scared out of my wits!

HENRL So much the better. They are not of much use to you
Put him in the armor on wheels.

GREN. 1 shall die of fright!

HENRI. So much the better for the ghosts, and the worse for you:

GREN. Let me go this time, my lord, and 1 promise never to come
here again!

Hexgr1. Nonsense! You are just the man for the situation. Clap
him in the armor! (7%e sailors place GRENICHEUX in armoe®
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(Exeunt Omnes except GRENICHEUX., placed on my shoulders, when he committed this child to my
GKEN., Well, this is a nice fix! Mailed, and waiting for a ghost to care. But I shall make a good thing out of it, (Lights candles.)
put a postage stamp on me! Whatshall I do? I'd sink dowa, | GREN. (Aside.) 1tis lighting up—now [ am gone! Let me say my
if this confounded armor would only permit me. What is that? prayers.
A light, and coming this way! Who is it, or rather what is it?| GAsp. My plans are too well laid to be discovered, unless one Mar
I must shut my eyes and pray, if I can, for protection. quis should come back to claim his inheritance, and the other
(Enter GASPARD carrying a lantern.) to claim his daughter.

GasP. [ wonder what has come over me to-night,, I feel as if some-| GREN. (dséide.) Why does it light so many candles ?
thing was going to happen. What can it be? Pshaw, Gaspard!|GAsp. What an ugly dream I have had! I thought that the Mar-

courage! Courage, man! Leave such idle fears to the boobies quis De Lucenay came back and claimed his danghter from me,.
of yonder village! GREN. (Aside) What an ugly face this ghost has!
GREN. (Aside. 1 am afraid to look at it, whatever it is. GASP. (Unlocking door and entering small room.) And now, for my
GAsp. Idle fears! Why, Gaspard, old man, you are a fool! No precious gold, my darling treasure ! Let me see it once again ang
one dare venture in this neighborhood after dark. add to it. My darling gold! My mistress that ever smiles on me!

GREN. (Aside.)) Here is one poor devil who has gone and done it! GREN. Why, as I live, it is old Gaspard, that wretch of a iser!
Gasp. And that old Bailli—what did he mean by his hints to—daﬁ? Heavens ! he would kill me, if he should recognize me! Now, I
Can he suspect? No, no! And yet he seemed so positive ! Bah! must be wary in dealing with such an old scoundrel !
Cheer up, Gaspard! No one knows where you keep your savings | GASP. (Entering with bags of gold) Oh, my darling gold! My dar

bank. The old chateau of Corneville—what a hiding-place! No ling gold! Mistress of my heart! (wrapping himselfin a sheer)

absconding cashier, no speculative president. (Rolis armor with By the way, I must not forget my ghost business. Here is a

GRENICHEUX #p and down.) spiritual medium of the first water—terms moderate. Now, thew,
GREN. Mercy! Mercy! to perplex the boors of the village. Oh, confound this old armor
GAsp. What’s the maiter with you? Did you speak? Pshaw! An (Pushes GRENICHEUX before him.)

old armor that has rusted here for ages. Gaspard, if you go on| GREN. Help! Help!
like this, you will soon be as big a fool as any of the bumpkins of | GasP. What did you say? Gaspard, you are an ass! Only a pie=

yonder village. (Places lantern and money bags on table.) of rusty armor! Do you wish to be afraid of your cwn ghosts
GREN. What a narrow escape! Now I’'m oaly an old rusty armor. (Goes to window and waves sheet) There now, if any country
Gasp. What did that old fool of a Bailli mean by his questions bumpkin sees me, he will rush home and tell his folks that the

about the former Marquis and my administration of his affairs? devils are holding high carnival in the chateau of Corneville!
GREN. (Aside)) 1 think, upon my word, that I am going to faint! By the way, if ever I catch that miserable fisherman, Grenicheux,
Gasp. (Lignting candies)) And only think of it—Germaine gone off P kill him!  (Runs armor up and down.)

with that foreign captain, when I had everything arranged for | GREN. Police! Police!
her wedding with the Bailli; but I shall have her back—I shall| Gasp. What’s that you say? Pshaw!—only imagination! Now

have her back! Thereis law in this country, even if it is Nor- only think of it—the Bailli, Germaine, the Marquis and the ac-
mandy ; and the Bailli shall have his bride, and I shall be then counts. Ah, here is something to console me! My gold! m
rid of hirc and her. She has been such a charge! Little did her gold! my darling gold! (Sits down to table, opens bags of gabi

father, the Marquis De Lucenay. think what a responsibility he and counts his money.)
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Vengeance is sped, And lights now on your wicked head ; Then trem - ble, old man !
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Again the bells chime, and old Gaspard, believing the legend to be true, and that his hour of doom is come, loses his head.
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SCENE.— T7e stage, lo ils full extent, represents a park, with statue | GERTRUDE, Poor old Gaspard ! he is insane beyond all hope.
and shrubbery. This scene is as gay and brilliant as possible.| ALL THE GIRLS. A madman! he may injure us.

Grand Tablean of Dancing. Gaspard wanders about insane.

All make fur of him.

]

GERTRUDE. Don’t be afraid. He cannot do any harm. He is sim-
ply an imbecile ever since he heard the bells of Corneville, which
astonishd him. Let him alone.

SONG OF THE BEGGARS.
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(GASPARD sinks info a chair. Enter BAILLY, Peasant Girls sur- | BAlLLL Well, the court has examined into the question of Serpo
rounding him.) lette’s claim. They found that the page was removed from the
PEASANT GIRLS. My dear Bailli! Why, how well you look! Where register, at the date of the 15th of May, 1667. But the proofs are
have you been? “You seem worried. What has become of the in favor of Serpolette, and show that she is the daughter of the
bride? How about the honeymoon? Have you brought her Marquis De Lucenay. Therefore, the court decides in her favor
back, or has she given you the slip? GREN. (Within) Here comes her Serene Highness, the Marchion
BaLLL Be quiet, for goodness’ sake. Never,in my life, have I had ess De Lucenay, and her noble factotum, the Honorable Jeaa
such a succession of queer adventures. Bells, ghosts, the re- Grenicheux. .
turn of the Marquis, crazy Gaspard, and the grand transforma- | BAILLL Only listen to that scoundret !
tion of everything, have well nigh turned my head. Then, only | ALL. Oh, what a magnificent turnout! What a grand lady!
think of little Serpolette and that fisherman, Grenicheux. GERT. Why, girls, it is our Serpolette !
. ALL. Please, tell us about them. (Enter SERPOLETTE a7nd GRENICHEUX.)
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THERE SHE GOES, WITH HORSES PRANCING.

No. I18.
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SoPRANOS.
o — 2 =
' : - — - —o————-+ A—N —N—N
— # - ‘ o— N - |- ——N—-N -
/ - v/ b——-es——J I “ﬁjlt_'
< i ” —o o -
There she goes, with hors - es pranc-ing! Well may the folk
TENORSs,
Yo — N N N I N NN/
@: — = = g o @ P " S i~ S—~ A R~ S—-A - S —
There she goes, with hors - es pranc-ing! Well may the folk
Basses,
Wy — —o = e s i Bt s s
\=% — e ¥ B e e B [ B 7 B R
.
a ® soalaf =T £
B _pmfiat? s ek e~ S = WP § e
Yro- resls L ) = i — |
v
e - L
- S S - £ £ £ 18 2 - - | = — £
THoy ¥ -0-F-8-—8--|-6---8- —'—!'—o—,—-— 2 2 -2 . o s—{-2 2 -
R e A e R R e e e
iy S g it i i o0 —0 0 f £ { ' j—— — = t
e — - ' ?_[;7"2 -
"
m g R — ~ NN N N j N ~ ~ ~—— NN N—
r—:-‘ I 4. H kY Y o JI 3 ‘lﬁ '3 H “._—..,
s N— g9 o % / = = f T o[-0 o —»
/ ...__‘___t .‘__L__."_.___! o L4 |3 & P
chuc - kle and stare; Sat.ins shin-ing, feath - ers danc -ing, And her nose well in the air!
e — p— NN NN\ NN NN N B -
e e e B e S e S i 1 B
A —8— WV —
v,
chuc - kle andstare; Sat-ins shin.ing, feath - ers danc -ing, And her mnose well in the air!
Y- o p— m N N PR (0 S \ N
lg ; A ——A———|-Co—0——0——9 g __o__=® .__ »-ﬁ,' . £ -~ |-6——a—»
- — 47— B St Yot W’ b — ——
. o £ o £ 2. 4 9
- #:p—'——p i s e B e ra———————— . S—
p——— T —— — e | —
A
- - ;
—_ £ . - A E
T 5| B - # £
: . . —_ ~o8 § - s 2 —» ]
e e e s - e T — T
— [ 4 ___:7 fud - I @ —t S -
—— B ; {
Tu—




191

4 g v @ N NN — N N Rk o J,\"
(lt-—"— T P R\ S i e i o et S\ ol it e oo
& v e e e ey e — e

Thore she goes, with hors - es pranc-ing! Well may the folk chue - kle and stare; 8at - ins shin- ing, I

“ I . N A N ) . | A N | - | - - T ———
o/ N S N . it S, N I . . S S SN 4 SO \ R NOUS B R o M
fo———0—0—06—|-0——a"—» o—|-6—eo—6-—9—|-0 -—o—eo—|—H—————
I ¢ 7 N -
o/

There she goes, with hors - es pranc-ing! Well may the folk chuc -kle andstare; Sat-ins shin - ing,

Y A — — R JS— S jo—" i S— R S o S— Ay N—" S S— S, i i—-
. H H Hl i “ o H i — V) o . H o S — |
\ i 7 — — Ri— - P 7 — B 7 Eh— 7 W7 S S 7 R 7 R 7 R L —

b 2 , o e PR
3 #—-:‘ A ::"'__!:£p_¢:p:,_:3!::L — I — g — —
- H L | . — — I o :*#_—*q_ — |
EEB ] o — g
Y4
2 2 le & 2 2| £ L, |2 = - - -
S S e S ey — m— o - —1 ] 2 e ——te———9—
L — f { —t " f - - — —p:,_"—ﬁ—jﬁ P ;;J
.._' + [ .
P = = —
rvj Ll ’ La L4

feath - ers dancing, And her nose well in the air!
GREN. “I beg to announce Her Highness, the Countess de Lucenay.”
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Call me then, just as be - fore, Ser - po - lette, Ser - po - lette, noth - ing more!
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GERT. So, Serpolette, you have returned to us once more?

GREN. Yes, good people, her highness—

SErP. Shut up aboutmy Highness. Well, I have condescended to
gee you once more. Bye the way, young person, there is some
festival in progress here.

GERT. Oh yes! the Marquis celebrates his return from exile.

GREN. As we shall, when we open our chateau.

Serp. Wil yoube still2  Ah! there was a person named Germaine.
GERT. Oh, she is the particular friend of the Marquis. They say—
SErp. It looks bad. I am astonished she should be so indiscreet.
GREN. It is scandalous,

Serp. Hold your tongue, sir, Goand attend to my carriage.

GREN. (aside.) Sheis an absolute tyrant.
longer to her intolerant airs.
ghall be obeyed. (Exit GREN.)

BaiLul.  Excuse me, my lady, but I cannot listen to any charges
against such a good girl as Germaine.

SERp ‘elevating eye glass.) Ah!I recollect. The elderly person who
wishe tomarry this Germaine.

Bartii. I acknowledge that I made a fool of myself in trying to win,
one young cmough to be my grand daunghter. But I maintain,
Germaine is a good girl.

SErp. Well, 0ld gentlcman, the subject is beneath the notice of the
neble Marchioness and Countess De Lucenay. Can any of you
tell me about a certain wiser named Gaspard 2

I shall not submit much
(aloud.) Your Higlness’s orders

Arr. e iscrazy, my lady. (Gasp. dances insanely.)

SERP. What ahornble creature ! I shall speak to him however. Per-
haps the dignity of my presence may restore him to reasou.
Gaspard, I say, approach me.

Gasp. Why, it is little Serpolette.

SErP. No sir, you address the Countess De Lucenay.

Gasp. Ah! now I remember. The Count De Lucenay, commtted
his daughter to my care.

Serp. Behold that danghter.

Gasr. You! why, you muxt be crazy.

Serp. You horrible creature, it is you who are erazy.

Gasp. Serpolette the danghter of the Count De Lncenay !
it is the best joke, I have heard for a ‘ong time.

Why

Sgre. Begone, 0ld man, Try and recover your senses,
(G-asparD dances and sings.)
BaiLrl. Excuse the old fool, my lady. He is not responsole fo

what he says.

SErp. le ix beneath the notice of the Countess De Lucenay, Ah! the
music! the dance! just the thing for me.

BarLil.  Surely your lndyship would not condescend,

S8Erp. Just the very thing my ladyship will. Old man, I shall seleet
you as a partner, but first let me sing yon, one of our old Non
man songs.
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THE CIDER SONG.

No. 19 SONG & CHORUS.

SerPoLETTE & CHORUS.

Moderato quasi Allegretto.
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{ Enter HENRL)
HENRI. (clapping his hands.) Brave! Bravo! Excellent !

SERP. Good gracious! the Marquis to find me, a Countess, dancing
the cancau.

BarLur. My lord, I was just remarking to the noble Countess De
Lucenay.

HENRI, Yes, 80, I perceived, with your toes. Let me not interrupt
you- So, my dear Countess, you have come back to us again.

Sere. Well, yes, Marquis. My first idea was to be presented at the
court of Versailles, and the royal palace just suited me.

Hexri:. Did you wish to purchase it ¢

SEre. Yes, but I changed my mind. I grew tired of having all the
great lords of the court at my feet.

HENER:. Imploring one kind word.
SERe. Dukes, marquises, barons, all suppliants for my faver.
HENR1. Begging a single smile—

Sgrp. Yet I could not bring myself to forsake you all. 1T said if 1
must buy a castle, or palace somewhere, why not give Normandy
the first show? Now there’s yours, Marquis.” What will you take
for your castle ?

HENRL.  Well, really, it’s not yet in the market.

Skre. If it should be, consider me a bidder—with all its former ter-
rors it is dear to me as having be so long the repository of the
records of my birth and station.

Hexri. Now, my friends, make yourselves at home. Monsicr
Sheriff, will you act as escort for Mademoiselle to the castle, and
also show all the other guests what is to be seen.

BarLer.  Ah! such an honor, with the most profound pleasure.
Serp. Oh, Monsiear, you are too kind. (Takes his arm.)

BaiLtr.  Happiness excessive. Follow me, friends. (Ezeunt Omnes
except Marquis.)

HEexR1.  Poor little Serpolette! What a disappointment it will be to
her, wheu the truth becomes known.  And sweet Germaine, how
I have learned to love her. I mustdisabuse her mind, rometime,
of her fancied obligations to that lying scoundrel, Grenicheux.
Ah! here comes the rascal, looking like & popinjay.  (Retires up
stage. Enter GREN.)

GREN. I cannot stand this any longer. Suppose she has become a
titled lady, that is no reason why she should treat me like a dog.
Give me Germaine any day before her. I’ll five up the Mar-
chioness for Gaspard’s niece. She thinks that I saved her life by
rescuing her from drowning.

Hexri. (coming forward.) Indeed! So my coachman saves young
ladies from drowning?

GREN. Yes, my lord, it was a most daring and successful effort on my
part.

HENR1. Pray, tell me all about this wonderful adventure.
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(Enter GERMAINE unperceived.) HExRI. Now, then, yeu raseal, go to Germaine and acknowledge the

HENRI. You unconceivableliar! 8o you claim the credit of rezcuning
Germaine from a watery grave. Now, here inmy answer. (Strikes
him.)

GREN. Oh, my lord, pardon! pardon! I didn’t do it.

HeNR1.  You rascall Don’t you recollect that I was the captain of a
certain vessel, which was off the coast at the time, and that I res-
cued the lady in question, from a watery grave, and afterwards
oonfided her to your care. Now you claim all the oredit of having
ressued her. '

3REN. My lord! I ackmowledge all

trath, only don’t mention my name. If you fail, I shall hang
you from the battlements of the castle.

GERMAINE, (rushing forward.) Enough, my lord! then you are the
preserver of my life, not this cowardly claimant ¥

HENRI. My dear Germainel

-

GxRM. I have heard all. My life is yours, begone, miserable de
ceiver!

GREN. Oh! I’m off, It was not an agreeabls secret after all.

(Exit GRENICHRUX. |
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(Cvdss within. Enter SERPOLETTE, dragging GRENICHEUX By
the ear. BAILLI, Peasants, etc.

GaeN. You may say what you please—I am sick of the service!

SERP. What a cowardly wretch! Look here! I am your mistress,
and you must obey me!

GreN. [ shan’t doit!

SERP. (Boxing his ears,) There! take that, you wretch !

HENRI. Noble countess, there is some trouble here.

SErP. I should say so. This fellow says you want to hang him.

GKEN. From the battlements.

SErRP. Hold your tongue! I don’t want a servant of mine at the
tight end of a rope.

GreN. With his neck broken.

Serp. Will you ever be quiet? Now, my lord, it is a very disagree-
able thing for me, a marchioness, to have a servant at the end of a
rope !

H=uri" Well, I acknowledge, it is rather derogatory to your dignity,
therefore, I forgive him this time, for your sake; but allow me to
Eresent an old friend of yours, Germaine—you, surely, cannot

ave forgotten her.

SEixP. Oh, yes, I believe there was a young person of that name whom
I have honored with my acquaintance ; but, then, Marquis, since
I have become Marchioness and Countess de Lucenay, I move in
quite another sphere. (Enfer GASPARD, crazy.)

GREN. Crazy Gaspard! I want to go home.

Gasp. Ah, everybody thinks that old Gaspard is crazy, but he knows
better. He knows all about the haunted chateau w.d its secrets,

A, here is the paper that can tell all about the Cour* <le Lucenay 4
daughter. (Skows paper.)

HENRL. (Snatching paper.) What do I read!
lost Marchioness ?

Gasp. Help! Help! They rob me of my papers!

HEeNRI Gaspard, look at me [ I am the son of your old master, Henri
de Corneville. Come, acknowledge your fault,and declare the
truth. Germaine is the real daughter of the Marquis de Lucenay.

Gasp. Mylord! my lord! Where have I been? My head stili
whirls. Ah! yes, yes; now | recognize you. You are myold
master’s living picture! Please, forgive a poor old man! (&alis
on his knees)) A poor, poor old man! And she, Germaine, is
the child intrusted to my care. )

SERP. You horrid old miser—who then, am 1?

Gasp. Why only Serpolette, the mischief-maker of the village—a
peasant’s daughter, that is all!

Henri. Well, Gaspard, I'll forgive you for all, as long as you have
such a sweet petitioner here.

SERP. But what is to become of me?

GREN. Please, take compassion on your humble servant !

SERP. Well, I suppose that is all left to me now,

Germaine is the long

OLD MAN! I PARDON THEE.
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