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This miniature song cycle comprises three songs, very different in time
and place but surprisingly similar in tone. The first is from a work by a
nineteenth-century Belgian priest and poet, written in West Flemish,;
the second is a poem written in mediaeval French by a fifteeth-century
duke while a prisoner of war; the third is an early Esperanto work
composed by a Swiss professor in the twentieth century. Each of these
three disparate texts make its own statement about love, separation,
and death.
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I. Churchyard Flowers

(1858)
Zoo daar ooit een blomke groeide If a flowerlet were to grow
Over ’t graf waarin gij ligt, above the grave you lie in,
Of het nog zoo schoone bloeide: beautifully blooming:
Zuiver als het zonnelicht, pure as the sunlight,
Blank gelijk een lelie blank is, white as a lily’s whiteness,
Vonklende als een roozenhert, shimmering like a rose’s heart,
Needrig als de needre ranke is humble as the humblest tendril
Van de winde daar m’ op terdt, of the downtrodden bindweed—
Riekend, vol van honing, ende fragrant, full of honey,
Geren van de bie bezocht, often visited by the bee—
Nog en waar ’t, voor die u kende, still, for anyone who knew you,
Geen dat u gelijken mocht! there would be no equal!
—Guido Gezelle
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I1. Farewell to Love

Je suis desja d’amour tanné,
Ma tres doulce Valentinée,
Car pour moi fustes trop tart née,
Et moy pour vous fus trop tost né.
Dieu lui pardoint qui estrené
M’a de vous, pour toute 'année.
Je suis desja, etc.
Ma tres doulce, etc.
Bien m’estoye suspeconné,
Qu’auroye telle destinée,
Ains que passast ceste journée,
Combien qu’Amours 'eust ordonné.
Je suis desja, etc.

—Charles, Duke of Orléans

(XV. century)

I am already sick of love,
my very gentle Valentine,
since for me you were born too soon,
and I for you was born too late.
God forgives him who has estranged
me from you for the whole year.
I am already sick of love,
my very gentle Valentine.
Well might I have suspected,
having such a destiny,
that thus this day would come to pass,

how much that Love would have commanded.

I am already sick of love.
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III. Last Kiss
(1912)

Vi kien flugas, papilio,
Tremante kaj rapide?

Jam mortis rozo kaj lilio,
Kaj venas frost’ perfide.

Flugiloj viaj kvazatu lampo
Briletas en nebulo:

Vi kion sercas tra la kampo,
Perdita somerulo?

Dezertaj estas la gardenoyj,
Kaj vana I’ amo via.

Skeletoj Sajnas la verbenoj
Sub latibo senfolia.

Vi kial flugas en malvarmo
Tra flora la tombejo?

Sur ¢iu loko pluva larmo
Nun restas en herbejo.

Silentas ¢iuj en la nestoj
Kaj svenis bonodoroj;

Plu ne batalos vi kun vespoj
Pri la floretaj koroj.

Jen restas nur en kampo vasta

Velkinta krizantemo,
Sur kiu kiso via lasta
Mortigos vin en tremo.

—FEdmond Privat

Where are you flitting, butterfly,
trembling and quickly?
The rose and the lily have already died,
and the frost comes treacherously.
Your wings glimmer in the fog
as though they were a lamp.
Who are you looking for all through the field,
lost one from the summer?
The gardens are deserted,
and your love is empty.
The verbenas seem like skeletons
under a leafless grove.
Why do you fly in the cold
through the flower-filled graveyard?
On every place a rainy tear
now lies upon the grass.
All are silent in the nests,
and the fragrances have fainted;
you will no longer fight with evening
over the hearts of the blossoms.
See—all that remain in the vast field
are wilted chrysanthemumes,
on which your last kiss
will kill you, shuddering.
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