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" THE TEMPLE DANCER

The scene is in the Mahadeos Temple, India.
CHORUS of NUNS, PRIESTS and PEASANTS.

==
SYNOPSIS

— OF—

THE TEMPLE DANCER

THE STORY UPON WHICH THE OPERA IS FOUNDED:

The leading dancer in the temple of Mahadeo, who has fallen in love with one who is not of her
faith, she has through her lover’s suffering realized the unjust and immoral demands made upon the
dancers of the femple. In her awakening she decides to help her lover, who is in great waht, by claim-
ing from the great Mahadeo the jewels that were purchased with the money the temple received through
the selling of her virtue; the custom of the temple being to obtain precious jewels for their gods through
the beauty of the Temple-dancers who give themselves to the sacred service of the gods. '

THE LIBRETTO

The opéra opens with a service in the temple where the Great Mahadeo sits blazing in his jewels.
After the service the Temple Dancer enters disguised; praying for courage to approach the God. She pleads
for a token from him in answer to her prayers and receiving none she threatens the temple and decides to
steal the jewels she considers belong to her. The Guard of the Temple hears her and returns; he threatens



I 2r with death and to protect herself from him she takes the snake from Mahadeo circling it round
[ arself; this making her “sakti” or sacred. She then pleads with the Guard to be permitied to pray
L-efore she is killed; and in her seductive dancing, which represents her prayer, she facinates the Guard
+7hose passion is roused. He promises her his protection and she pretends to respond to his love. In
tiie great love scene he loosens the bans of her outer robe, which falls off and occasions the discovery of.
& lefter which tells of her plans to meet her lover with the stolen jewels. Furious at her treason he
curses her, and plans to make her suffer ten-fold. Again she dances, as a last prayer, and pretends to
swoon, pleading for a drop of water. This the Guard gives her; she pretends to drink and poisons the
vater. Then she pleads with the Guard to drink to her courage to meet death, and laughingly he empties
t1e cup. Then follows the scene of the Guard’s death struggles, and curses against her Jaughter and
mocking dance.

As the Guard dies, the dancer defies him and the gods, calling curses upon the temple. A great
thunder-storm peals out in answer; the lightning rends the temple walls, and as the Temple-dancer puts
rer hand on Mahadeo’s Jewel, lightning strikes her and she falls dead by the Guard.

The nuns and priests come in terror, calling upon the protection of the gods, as they see the dancer
znd the Guard. They close the opera by the singing of the hymn of redemption, praying for the forgive-
1:iess of the erring spirit of the dead.

Jutta Bell-Ranske.
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PIANO-VOCAL SCORE

THE TEMPLE DANCER

(Libretto by Jutta Bell - Ranske)

Opera in One Act

by
JOHN ADAM HUGO
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(Two dancers come in and darce a snake dance)
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(He raises the snake)
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(He exits siowly)
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TEMPLE DANCER
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(The Guard blows out the altar lamps, locks the doors and hastens to open

P, N N L N PP the shrine. The Dancer comes out white and trembdling)
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(Ske sways her arms,using this opportunity

to put powder in the cup)
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(She dances triumphantly, mocking

kis longing gestures)
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