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THE DESERT.

PART I

Spoken.

In deserts is the Infinite revealed.
The soul, by such immensity inspired,
An eagle gazing on the new-born sun,
The vastness of Infinity can sound.

In deserts all is silent; yet, behold,

While calm profound seems everywhere to
reign,

Upon the pensive solitary soul

There fall the sounds of wondrous melody.

O sounds, of this eternal silence born !
Each grain of sand is gifted with a voice,
To which the depths aérial make reply.

I feel, I hear, that thus the desert speaks :

- CHORUS.

Allah, Allah, to Thee I render homage,
Allah, Allah, of Thine immensity, of Thine
eternity,
I am the created image.
Allah, Allah!
Thou only art glorious, Thou only art mer-
ciful,
Thou liftest up the lowly, the proud Thou dost
abase,
Thou only art glorious, Thou only art merciful,
Thou art of life the giver, Thou bringest down
to death.
Allah, Allah!

To Thee be praise, Thou ruler of creation,
That dwellest in eternity.
The solitude of the desert
Thou fillest with Thy majesty.
Allah, Allah!

Spoken.

Behold, upon the verge a dusky train
Alternately appears and disappears :

A caravan it is, that winds along,

A giant serpent seen against the sky.

It passes on its slow and toilsome way :

The tents will be unfurl’d, when sinks the day.

MARCH OF THE CARAVAN.

SOLO AND CHORUS.
We take our way, with a song we march,
With full delight we onward fare,

Beneath this blue overhanging arch
We freely breathe in ample air.

Spoken.
The air is gloomy, motionless, and dull,
As charged with death. Behold the whirlwind
comes
Impetuously on : the arid blast
Is like an all-devouring pestilence.

THE STORM IN THE DE.SERT.

CHORUS. ,
Bow down your heads! The Simoom, fiery
wind,
Passes, as 'twere a scourge from God.
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THE DESERT.

PART L
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