tfrom "Song Of Myself” by Walt Whitman

(lines arranged by A. Violette)

The Love Bnct

BOTH Ebb stung by the flow and flow stung by the ebb,
love-flesh swelling and deliciously aching,
Limitless limpid jets of hot love and enormous, quivering
jelly of love, white-blow and delirious juice,
Bridegroom night of love working surely and softly into the prostrate dawn,
Undulating in the willing and yielding day,
Lost in the cleave of the clasping and sweet-flesh'd day,
Urge and urge and urge,
Always the procreant urge of the world...

SOPRANO The armies of those I love engirth me.
BOTH Speeding through space...
TENOR Speeding through heaven and the stars...

BOTH Not words, not music or thyme,
Only the Iull, the hum of your valved voice...
Unscrew the locks from the doors!
Unscrew the doors themselves from their jambs!

SOPRANO The orbic flex of his mouth is pouring and filling me full.

TENOR She convulses me like the climax of my love-grip.
SOPRANO It throbs me to gulps.
TENOR The womb, the teats,

breast-milk, the naked meat of the body,

The circling rivers, the breath, the breathing in and out,
The thin red jellies within you and within me, the bones...
They shall be stript that you may see them.

A body at auction....

The love of the body balks account,

Disorderly fleshy and sensual....

One of the roughs, a kosmos,

I moisten the roots of all that has grown.

Open your scarfed chops till I blow grit within you.

SOPRANO Bussing my body with soft and balsamic busses...
TENOR Her head was bare.

Her coarse straight locks descended

upon her voluptuous limbs and reached to her feet.
SOPRANO Thruster holding me tight,

It is for my mouth forever.
TENOR Outward and outward and forever outward...

I pour the stuff to start sons and daughters.....



BOTH 1 fly the flight of the fluid and swallowing soul,
My course runs below the sounds of plummets.
The earth good, and the stars good...

TENOR Who need be afraid of the merge?
SOPRANO The souls moving along...
TENOR Houses and rooms...
SOPRANO ...are full of perfumes
TENOR ...of perfumes
SOPRANO All goes onward...
TENOR ...and upward
SOPRANO ..and nothing collapses.
TENOR Dark to come
from under the faint red roofs of mouths...
SOPRANO I feel its soft jolts...
TENOR I draw you close to me,
SOPRANO I draw you close to me,
TENOR I press with slow rude muscle,
SOPRANO I press with slow rude muscle,
TENOR Through you...
SOPRANO Through you...
TENOR ...I drain the pent-up rivers of myself,

BOTH The fruits of the gushing showers!
SOPRANO Loving...

TENOR . ..crops!
SOPRANO I draw you close to me.
TENOR You settled your head athwart my hips

and gently turned over upon me,
And parted the shirt from my bosom-bone,
and plunged your tongue to my barestript heart,

SOPRANO Clear and sweet is my soul...
BOTH You my rich blood,

your milky stream pale strippings of my life...
SOPRANO I understand the large hearts of heroes.
TENOR Seas of bright juice suffuse heaven.
SOPRANO There is a great heat in the fire.

BOTH With the twirl of my tongue
I encompass worlds and volumes of worlds.

TENOR Steeped amid honeyed morphine....
BOTH ...Ibut use you a moment...

SOPRANO ...then I resign you stallion.
TENOR Ah! honeyed morphine...

SOPRANO Steeped amid honeyed morphine...

BOTH Press close barebosomed night!
Press close magnetic nourishing night!
Night of south winds! Night of the large few stars!
Still nodding night! Mad naked summer night!
Earth of slumbering and liquid trees!
Smile, for your lover comes!
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