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Mr. ADGATE's NEW PLAN of SOLFAING, Examined.

THERE has lately appeared in America, a new and improved plan of Solfaing, by Andrew Adgate, P. U. A ; and

as the public are not fuihciently acquainted either with the man or his work, I {hall make no apology for announcing

them.

Before I enter upon the examination of Mr. Adgate's plan, I mall give a fimple explanation of his title P. U. A.

Mr. Adgate has taught a common finging fchool in Philadelphia, where fcbools ofevery kind frequently obtain the name of

Academies. Mr. Adgate called his, the Uranian Academy,, and himfelf the Prefident. But the teachers of fuch fchools, are

commonly called, Mafters ; not Prefidents^ Mr. Adgate muft therefore have affumed the epithet of Prefident, or borrowed
it from a foreign inftitution ; thus becoming the Prefident of the Uranian Academy, P.U.. A. And as each of thefe ways
partake equally of eafe and propriety, we are at liberty to afcribe his choice to which we pleafe. Here then, the origin of
Mr. Adgate's degree, or title is inveftigated. I will beftow a few words upon the importance of it . The fchool which Mr.
Adgate taught, was never incorporated, and there are a thoufand fchools ofequal importance in the United States. In many
of thefe fchools the inftruftors are frequently changed, and every perfon who has ever had the charge of one of them, has an
equal right to a title witk Mr. Adgate. Were the generality of finging Mafters vain enough to adopt an infignificant

title, Mr. Adgate would undoubtedly have a right to the privilege, without being called to an account for his conduct,. Be-
coming a common thing, and being underftood by the public, it would immediately ceafe to be an impofition.
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But 1 will liafkn to an examination of Mr. Adgate's new and improved plan. As yet, I have only noticed his nau-.e as it

Hands, connected with hit tide. But if he has merit in his work, it (hall be credited to him. The fplendor of his abilities

Shall be made a cloak for his follies, and his faults lhall be overlooked amidft hisgreat and ufeful difcoveriesand improvements.

He is pleafed to call his plan, a t.; -w one
; alledgir.g, that the old Britifh mode is totally rejected. But as to the novelty of

hisfcheme, I (hall take the liberty of contradicting him. It is not a ww plan. It has been known for ages in Italy and
other countries ; and the effential part of it has long fince undergone a trial, and been rejected by thofe very Britons, whofe
t/J mode our author boafts of difplacing by bis new. The truth of this affertion is fufEciently evinced by Mufic books pub-

li(hed in England. Two of thefe books, I was pofiefied of, long before Mr. Adgateknew a fyllable about Mufic ; and up-
wards of eiglit years have elapfed, fince I was myfelf folicited to publiih this method. For reafon.., as I thought, abundantly

fufficient, 1 refufed. Where then is the propriety of Mr. Adgate's calling his plan a new plan ? It is, indeed, a little extra-

ordinary, that he (hould adopt an obfolete fyftem and claim it, as an invention of his own. But even this is not new. The
fame farce had been aded before. Ethan Allen had revived, and republished the, Oracles of Reafon, as a new plan ; and An-
drew Adgate has revived, and republished, fa fo la, ba do na, as a vena plan. But fince he has chofen to adopt it, as his o-wn,

he may take it to hhr.felf
;
nobody willdifpute with him for the honour of the invention ; and nobody will believe that he was

the inventor. However, by claiming it as his onm, he lias at lead taken upon himfelf to defend it ; and he has aflerted, not only

the novelty, but the improvement of the plan. Leaving him to reconcile the poflibiiity of a plan's being new, and yet at the

fame initant, improv J, I (hall proceed to enquire, in what refpeftsit is preferable to the common, method.

Permit me, however, previoufly to remark, that a very ftrong prefumption arifes againft this fyftem, on account of its

having been tried and rejected in England. But as Mr. Adgate thinks it beautiful, and as it has gained feme ground is

America, we will give it an examination.

Having told us, that his plan pofioffes many advantages above the old Britifh method, Mr. Adgate has mentioned only r=u»/

One of thefe refpects the addition of ringing fyllables ; and the other, the acquifition of the femi-toncs ; the latter of which is

no ways applicable to his, any more than to the common method, as I (hall have occafion to (how after I ha-v e confidcred the

former. fnftead of repeating faw fol law, in each octave, he has added, ba, do, na, and he afferts, that great confufion will

be avoided, by means of aflbciating with each fyilable the idea of its proper found. But did not Mr. Adgate know, that fj*J-
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Jables were not the figns of mufical founds r It is the fituaticn of the notes upon the Ih

The fyllables are only the mediums, thro which fuch founds are expreffed ; and they />.-

as is the cafe every time a tune is fung to the words ofa pfalm, where neither law foi law_

as Mr. Adgate intimates, alTociate with each fyllable, the idea of its proper found ; and

has ufed fyllables, we might as well rejeel the lines and fpaces, and learn to fing, merely

ba dona, mi. Having difcovered, that the repetition of fmging fyllables was the caufi

proceeds to illuftrate it by an example ; and the initance he has given, tho it makes direc

purpofe as any he could have chofen. Set a learner, fays he, to fing at firft fight, after

and if he is founding fcl above the key note, and faw, the fourth above the key follows, h

We fhould judge, that a pupil was not & tolerable proiicient till he knew the difference I

nail be very bad indeed, and his judgment Hill worfe, if he could not, by the help of an ab:

difference; evenif there » ere no lines and fpaces to alfilt his conception. But when the ftav

when he fees, that a note is (ituated upon a line, or a fpace, three notes higher than the 01

can it be fuppofed, that he will give it the found of faw the key note ? It is by means of'

ting the pofition ofa note upon the ilave, that we muft get the idea of the found, which it

it is by means of our hearing, that we mull get the idea of the found, which is actually '

all dependant upon the fyllable with which it is connected, or expreffed. Syllables, in i

founds; as names, in language, are the figns of particular things ; and I fhall have ccc

gate's fyllables 'are far from being the figns of certain founds. A lingle fyllable is fuflicier.t t

founds. Does it then become a queftion why four fyllables are ufed inftead ofone ? The a

ency by me-ms of variety. Were it not tirefome to repeat one fyllable continually, then

But conftant expericr.ee proves, that it is tirefome, and that more than one are necelTary.

fol law, the variety is found to be fuflicient ; and thefe fyllables fung according to the

admirably calculated for the purpofe to v hich they ure appropriated. For tho, they can

they may, and do aiTift us in making thole founds, when attained. They aifu; in formii

lion for making more open, foftan.i fmooth tones.

But even if wefh^uld violate every dictate of rcafoii and experience, and fuppofc it

ich determines their fcunds.

:preiTed without the fyllables,

>a do na, occur. Did we,

here no more founds, than he

e interchanges of faw fcl law,

-ffm
C>

wa- urn* h'-o'i?
made a tolerable proficiency,

efcend to faw, the key note !

riling and falling. His ear

.'tor, immediatelyd rfcover the
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her of Tinging fyllabies, Mr. Adgate has been extremely injudicious in the addition, which he has made ; and I muft do the

Italian writers upon the fubject the jultice of remarking, that, in'.tead or making any improvement, or inventing any ne-jj fyf-

tem, Mr. Adgate has really adulterated their old one. For, initead of copying tkeir addition, fi do ra, he has changed fi into

ba, and ra into na ; neither of which is fo good as the original. If the organs of found are put into a pofition for exprefling a

note by the fyllable ba or do, the voice will be forced fuddenly upon the expreffion, and it will inevitably produce a blunt,

dead found, much like the found of a Blackfmith's hammer upon his anvil. Mr. Adgate, (having been accuftomed to fuch

founds,) may have no objections span this account ; but toothers, the objection will certainly be formidable. The found of

na is a nafal found, and ieads to a habit of finging through the nofe ; and the mi, as he pronounces it (me,) inclines to a habit

of iinging thro the teeth : habits which deftroy the beauty of mulic, and which ought to befeduloufly avoided.

Thus far Mr. Adgate is inconfiftcnt with nature; but he is doubly inconfiftcnt, for he is not even confident with him/elf.

A crazy man, who imagines that his bndy is made of glaf>, is very careful about ftriking againft any thing, left he (hould dafh

it to pieces. He reafons confidently, admitting hie premifes to be good ; but Mr. Adgate does not do fo much. Having fet

out with a falfe principle, he Hops short in his way ; neither retracting it, nor carrying it through. He talks about affociating

wi:h each fyllable the idea of its proper (bund, and yet he gives us but feven fyllabies, as though there were no more than feven

founds. This can never be admitted ; and even Mr. Adgate is more fober, as often as he looles fight of his falfe theory. He
tells us, that the C cliff is the eleventh, and the G cliff* in the trebie the fifteenth found ; and repeatedly afferts, that the extent

of the human voice, frost the bafs to the treble inciufive, comprehends three octaves, or twenty two founds. If then he

would aiTociare to each fyllable the idea of a certain found, infttad o: feven, lie mult, upon his own footing, ufe tv entv two

fvllablcs ; exclude of the ferni tone;. He entirely confounds the ufe ofthe terms, notes,founds, ard fyllabl s ; for he alTerts,

that experience teaches us to affociate certain fyllabies with the ideas of their proper founds. The iact is, we never do affo- -

ciatc a certain fvllablc with the idea of a proper found. Experience teaches us to know what founds, notes, differently fitu-

ated ppttn the (hire, ftand for ; or rather, our feeing the notes upon the ftave excites in our minds the ideas of the proper:

founds, bv which they are to beexpreffed ; and when they are cr.ee excited, they may be expreffed by one, or by four, or by<

feven, or by all the fyllabies in a common pfalm. The ideas of the founds being excited, we can as well exprefs one found by
\

la.v, the keynote, and another by faw> the faurtb obgvf the key upon the common method, as we can exprefs one found by 1
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Will he contradict himfclf where he is right, and attempt to maintain himfelf where he is wrong, by endeavoring to prore,

that there are but feven founds ; and that, he has given a name to each of them ? It will be of no avail to him to fly to the

philofophers for fhelter. They would be alhamed ta protect him. ' They have told us indeed, that there are feven kinds of
founds, differing in their natures and general properties ; but I believe, it was left for Mr. Adgate to difcover, that there were
abfolutely no more than fen/en founds. Had the philofophers told us, that there were but feven different kinds of animals upon
the earth, would it have followed that there were but/*«w» animals ? The kinds might have been feven, while the number oi

diftinCt, proper animals might have been unlimited ; as tits, kinds of founds are feven, while the number of diftindt and proper

founds is unlimited. Had a man undertaken to give names to each of thefe diftinCt and proper animals, the number of his

names mult have been unlimited ; and had Mr. Adgate carried his plan through, and aiTociated a fyllable to each diftindt and
proper found, his fyllable mult have been unlimited ; I may add, unintelligibly confufed.

I have now conndered the grand fuperiority of Mr. Adgate's plan, as far as it is placed in the addition of three finging fyl-

lables. There is one thing more, upon which confiderable ftrefs is laid, and it (hall not be neglected. It is the method,
which he has adopted for the purpofe ofacquiring the femi-tones. He propofes altering the fyllables, fa, fo, ba, do, into fe, fe,

be de. But this, as I before hinted, is not at all peculiar to hit fyftem ; for it would be as eafy upon the common method to

change faw, fol into fe, fe in the repetition, as to change ba, do into be, de upon his plan. His propofed alteration, he has

taken from the Germans, who fmg by letter. In practifing inuiic, they make ufe of feven letters ; and for the accidental

flats and (harps, they introduce thofe, which are different, calling them, fiat and (harp letters. But before Mr. Adgate pro-

ceeded to calculate upon the advantages of his propofal, he ought to have proved, that it was mere eafy to (harp a found by
the fyllables, fe and fe, than by faw and fol. The accidental femi-tones are not to be exclu lively expreffed by any particular

kind of fyllables
; iffo, they could not be fung to the various fyllables in a pfalm or hymn, to which t hey indifcriminately fall.

They are difcovered by means of the flats, (harps and naturals inferted in a tune, and when once difcovered, they may be
fung as well, and even better by few, than by fe. Feeing a found does not (harp it. Mr. Adgate, in treating upon femi-

tones, feems to have continued his inconfiltency of imagining a kind of a necefiary connection between founds, and the fylla-

bles by which they are expreffed ; and accordingly, when the me (mi) is preceded by an accidental flat, or natural, he tell*

us to, tr.a-ix) it ; that is, give it a duller found. This feems to be going upon the prefumption, that it is always a (harp found,
when expreiVi by the fyllable, me. But the founds ofme, fe, fc, de, and thelike, are not Tharp founds ; unlcfs finging through
the teeth, u what conltitutes the fnarpnefs of founds. That thefe fyllables are dentals, will be allowed : and that, if ufed i»



[ 6 ]

iiwjing, they will lead to a habit of finging through the teeth, can not be denied
J
but, that comprefling the teeth together,

and forcing the found violently through them, is what constitutes the (harping of muncal tones, will be denied. By the

various authors, which I have confulted upon the fubjedt. of founds, previous to Mr. Adgate,I have been led to believe, that

a round pipe wadld produce a fharped found, as well as a natural or flatted found ; but now, I am taught to believe, that it

depends upon the rlatnefs of the pipe. It is no longer any matter about its Gze, or length, for a flat or lharp found depends

upon the (hape of the pipe.

I And, that thofe who have adopted Mr. Adgate's plan, inftead of (harping founds properly, only fmg them through the

teeth ; and in this way they (harp founds, where they ought not to be fnarped. When ever they fing the fyllable ba, to a note,

they^fnarp it to a degree ; and the found of ba, is as much fnarper than the found of faw, as the found of be is (harper than that

of ba.

I am very confident, that a perfon will obtain a knowledge of the femi-tones fooner without Mr. Adgate's helps, than with ;

for fo long as he depends upon the fyllables for his knowledge of the founds, he will not attend to them by his ear ; and until

he can clearly difcover the half-tones by his ear, he will inevitably be ignorant of thesb I will mention another obje&ion.

If the founds of fe, fe, de, &c. are (harp founds, then
a
all fimilar fyllables will alfo produce (harp founds ; and the Engli(h lan-

guage abounds with them, fo that almoft every note in a common plain tune, fung to apfalm of a moderate length, will be

lharped, or fung through the teeth, before the pfalm is concluded. This objection is not imaginary. Of its reality, I am
certain, from the performance of thofe, who have been taught upon Mr. Adgate's plan. And this objection affects, not plain

tunesonly ; it alfo extends to all mufic whatfoever. Even mufic, fet to particular words, mult be altered : for, in a great

variety of inftances, there are of this kind of fyllables applied to notes, w hich are net (harped. Mr. Adgate aflcrts, without

any foundation, that the common method, in fome inftances deftroys the beauty of compofmon ; but I think, that his method

dertroys the beauty ofcompofiticn, almolt univerfally. It is in vain for him to tell us, that we may makeufe of thefe fylla-

bles, as afliftants to learn the (harped notes, and then fmg thefe Jai>u, orJuniUr fyllables, without marping the notes, which
they are ufed to exprefs.

But after all Mr. Adgate's boafting about his «f<u>and i/afiro-z-eJ pfan, lie has led us into a labyrinth, and meanly e'eferted us,

without conducting us through
j

for, except the mi, he has made no provifion for flatted notes, nor for iay, which
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are (harped at the beginning of a tune, and reftored by accidental naturals. Inftances ofwhich are very common in the fub-

limeft pieces of mufic : but upon Mr. Adgate's plan, we know not what to do with them.

I have now confidered the fuperiority of Mr. Adgate's plan with regard both to finging fyllables, and to femi-tones.

Were it to my purpofe, I could ealily fhow, that he is as ignorant of language, as he is of his art ; but it has been my bufi-

nefs to expofe the errors of his fyftem, not his grammatical blunders ; and I fhall now take my leave, for the prefent, of the

new and improved plan oi Solfaing, by Andrew Adgate, P. U. A ; and leave the reader to make his own reflections.
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mighty love, His counfel ancf his care ,Preferve9 ns fafefrom fin and cfeath from fin and death,







And make his wonders known, and make his wonders known.To ourRedeemer God, to our

Re deemer God, "Wifdom and pow'r, wifdom and powr, wifdom and pow'r belongs.



Immortal cro wns of ma—jef -\y an«L e- -ver- lafi-in£ rongs 7 and e- -ver-

-laft-ing fongs, Im -mor - tal Crowns of majef iy ami e -ver-laft- -lng fongs^


