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The Irisn airs in tnis volume (or book) are mine. But, as r averai of

tnem nave appeared i n tne Citizen and Dublin Monthly kagaz ine , ( among

otners tnat are gBnuine old Irisn airs) I tnink it necessary here to

give some account of thei.t origin. I heard Mr. Bunting say (at Jonn

larton's) 'tnat tne last airs naving any Irish character are Jackson's,

and that, the oldest airs ere the most c/iaracteri stic . ' The former as-

sertion appeared to me absurd, as i felt I could compose an Irisn

air, and tnat others mignt also. The first 13 I composed (as self-trials)
soon after this occurred. Bunting made same assertion (in print) in

his (3d) Collection (see preface
,
pages 6 and 7) ana the proprietors

of the Citizen proposing to publish Irish airs, I prepared lines for
numbers ?,4,and 9, to see ii' the airs might pass as genuine. No. 4 ap-

peared to pass as an unaoubtea ancient Irish air (I h? ve not heard
Bunti ng's opinion.) L had encouragement enough , and continued compos-

ing , someti mes lines for airs, and sometimes airs for the lines of

oiners. Numbers 22 , 30, 39, 43, 48, 44 , 63 , 63 , are airs composed for the lines r

numbers 18 and 5r (in great part) also, -numbers 28, 34 , 47 , 52 , and others,

I composed to suit the ideas suggested by the Irish (selected before

as a ) naiEs.iiUUibers 23 and 32 are intended to be after the manner of

Scott, -numbers 32,33, and 46, in the manner of the composer of i^aire

dilish, -numb 3 r 47 after O'Cahan's manner , number 56 after Connallon,

numbers 34 aad 85, after 0' Cearballan, and numbers 89 ana 70, in part

after the same composer. The last three pars of number 49, 1 heard in

the street.
1st. October, 1842.

H'Snricus Hudson.
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