Cantate No.1, Op.22

Corinthiens I, 13:8-13 Caritas numquam excidit Pascal Picard
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Caritas numquam excidit

Si linguis hominum loquar

et angelorum,

caritatem autum non habeam,
factus sum aes sonans

aut cymbalum tinniens.

Et si habuero prophetiae

et noverim mysteria omnia et omnem scientiam,
et si habuero omnem fidem,
ita ut montes transferam,
caritatem autem non habuero,
nihil sum.

Et si distribuero in cibos omnes facultates meam
et si tradidero corpus meum, ut glorier,
caritatem autem non habuero,

nihil mihi protest.

Caritas patiens est,
benigna est caritas,
non aemulatur,
non agit superbe,
non inflatur.

Non est ambitiosa,

non quaerit, quae sua sunt,
non irritatur,

non cogitat malum,

non gaudet super iniquitatem,
congaudet autem veritati.

Omnia suffert,
omnia credit,
omnia sperat,
omnia sustinet.

Caritas numquam excidit.

Love never fails

If I speak in the tongues of men
and of angels,

but have not love,

I am only a resounding gong

or a clanging cymbal.

If I have the gift of prophecy
and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge,
and if [ have a faith

that can move mountain,

but have not love,

I am nothing.

If I give all I possess to the poor

and surrender my body to the flames,
but have not love,

I gain nothing.

Love is patient,
Love is kind,

it does not envy,
it does not boast,
it is not proud.

It is not rude,

it is not self-seeking,

it is not easily angered,

it keeps no records of wrongs.
Love does not delight in evil
but rejoices with the truth.

It always protects,
always trusts,
always hopes,
always perseveres.

Love never fails
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