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BY the dignified and powerful example and patronage of our SoverrIcN,
Sacrep Music has still retained some value in this country, and a taste for
devotional compositions has been preserved among the lovers of Music in general.

HaxDEL is said to have looked up to m1wm for the protection necessary to
preserve his Works from sinking into oblivion, and Providence seems to have
thus directed the greatest niusical talents to seek and find ‘the most powerful
support, in the discerninent of the best judge of their worth.

Dr. BurNEY, in the preface to his account of the commemoration of HANDpEL
in 1784, observes “ That, notwithstanding the frequent complaints that are made
of the corruption of Music, of public caprice, and private innovation, there is
perhaps no country in Lurope where the productions of old masters are more
effectually preserved from oblivion than in England.” He proceeds, with his
usual abilny, to shew, by what various means this is effected. May I add,
that, on investigation, the means themselves will be found chiefly to centre ir
the example and encouragement of a monarch, beloved and imitated, as not
only the nominal, but the real and firm patron of true excellence in every art
and science. Without such patronage, HaAxpEL himself might have been
supplanted, and a taste for Sacred Music found only among the few, who rise

superior to the fashion of the day.

The just partiality of this nation for the works and style of the immortal
HaxbEL, ought, however, not to exclude attention to the compositions of other
great masters, and admiration of their innumerable beauties. Hitherto, indeed,
little has ‘been known of the labours of the many eminent composers for the
church in Germany and Italy, except by those who had the means of obtaining
Sacred Music from abroad, and performing it at their own houses. Dr.
Burn~EeY’s History of Music first afforded to the English public an opportunity
of becoming acquainted with the works and character of foreign authors. This
history, which has been the ground-work of various subsequent publications,
both here and abroad, while it discovers the most indefatigable study, and
extensive knowledge of every branch of science connected with Music, possesses
also this singular excellence, that not only to such as are in quest of musical
subjects, but to dll descriptions of readers, it affords a source of most useful and
interesting information; insomuch that Dr. Jounso~, who never had any ear
or taste for Music, used in his latter years to say, “ that though he no longer
read any books throughout, he could relish a larger slice of BurxEx’s History

-of Music, than of any other work whatever.
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By the course of lectures delivered at the Royal Institution by Dr. CroTcuy,
Professor of Music in the University of Oxford, the works of foreign cnrﬁpnsers
are becoming more generally known; especially as he possesses the power of
immediately exlubiting specimens of different styles, by a most masterly
performance.

But though the attention of many lovers of Music has been thus directed to
an examination of the compositions of foreign masters, yet the Editors and
Printers of Music in this country cannot venture to present them with full
scores of works, which have not, by some means, acquired celebrity in the
public esteem, for which an opportunity is but seldom afforded. Under such
circumstances, I trust, this SELEcTION 0F SaAcrRED Music will be acceptable
to them. I have adopted that mode which appeared to me most likely to
answer the end proposed, by compressing the instrumental parts, as much as
possible, into a full adaptation for the pitano-forte, and confining my choice to
such pieces as may be easily understood, and decently performed, even by any
amateurs, who have acquired a moderate degree of skill and taste.

To find English words suited to Music, originally applied to Latin, Italian,
or German, 1s a task se difficult, that rather than rob the Music of its character,
by forcing it into another metre, I retained the Latin and Italian words, but 1
have avoided the German, as a language less known. Unscriptural addresses
and expressions are likewise omitted, for which I need offer no apology. The
verse, “ Recordare, &c.” in the Dies Ira, suits the exquisite Music of the air
of AsTorGA, p. 158, as well as the Sancta Mater, for which 1t was originally
composed.

Three pieces 1 have transposed, to suit the present pitch of musical instru- |
ments, viz. the air by Canpara, p. 34, from B to c—the chorus by Gravn,
p. 132, from ¢ to A—the Lauda by Hasse, page 161, from ¥ to p.

Of the authors, specimens of whose works are inscrted, the following short
account may not be unacceptable.

AsToRG A, Baron d’, lived in the first half of the.last century. By introducing
the greater part of his Stabat Mater into the Selection, I did not think myself
trespassing on the patience of the subscribers.

Bacu, Charles Philip Emanuel, Master of the Chapel of the Princess
AvEeria of Prussia, and director of Music at Hamburg. He was the second
son of the celebrated Jou~ Sesastian Bach, and born at Weimar, in
March 1714. Hf_ﬂ*ing studied the Law at the public schools, both at Leipsic
and Frankfort on the Oder, and Music under his excellent father, he was in
1740, appointed Chamber-musician to FrREperick the Great, at Berlin. In
1767 he took up his residence at Hamburg, where he died in 1788, aged 74.
HHayDN considers him as the author of all modern elegance and gracefulness in
execution; and in conversation with me, went so far as to say, with his usual
modesty, that but for studying Bacu’s Works, he had himself been a clumsy
Composer. See Bur~NEY’s Hist, of Music, Vol. 1v. p. 596, &c.
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Carpara, Antonio, born at Venice, about 1680, was Vice-master of the
Chapel of the Court of Vienna from 1714 to 1703. Desides being a capital
performer on the Violincello, he is justly considered as one of the greatest
composers, both for the Church and Stage, that Italy can boast. Hist. of
Music, Vol. 1v. p. 538.

Cramei, Francesco, was born at Naples about the beginning of the last
century, and the author of many admirable productions for the Church. He
was remarkable for his strict attention to musical rules. Hist. of Music,
Vol. 1v. p. 538.

Graun, Charles Henry, Master of the Chapel of 'rEpERICK the Great, at
Berlin. This excellent and favourite composer was born at Wahrenbrueck in
Saxony, and educated in the school of the Holy Cross at Dresden. In the
beginning of his musical carcer, he devoted his talents chiefly to the Church.
He was first engaged by the king, when Prince of Prussia, at Rheinsberg, in
1785, as a Singer and Composer, and afterwards sent for the sake of improve-
ment to Italy. His compositions are numerous, and deservedly held in the
highest estimation. He died universally lamented, in the year 1759. See
Dr. Calcott’s Musical Grammar, p. 220.

Hasse, John Adolph, was a native of Saxony, and born at Bergedorf near
Hamburg, but deserves a first place in the list of Neapolitan composers. He
studied Music, and first displayed his extraordinary genius at Naples, in 1725.
Dr. Bur~EY has given a very interesting account of him, in the first volume
of his Musical Tour, p. 315. In 1730 he was Master of the Chapel of the
King of Poland and Elector of Saxony, and from that time to 1755, justly
enjoyed the greatest share of the public favor. In England his superior merit
has hitherto been unknown to the Public; for, besidesa Salve Regina, lo.g out
of print, from which the beautiful air, p. 83, is taken, none of his works have
been published 1n this country. But in Germany and Italy, and with all those
who are acquainted with his compositions, he 1s held in the highest estimation.
I regret that my limits will not admit of a more ample account of the character
and works of this great Composer, during whose musical reign the Chapel at
Dresden stood unrivalled in excellence. He retired in old age to Venice, where
he died in 1784. The Italians distinguished him by the name of Il Sassone.

Havp~, Joseph, Master of the Chapel of Prince Esteruazy, was born at
Rhorau, in Lower Austria, in 1733. He is justly considered as the Father of
Music in our day; for though, during his younger years, he diligently studied
the works of every great master, antient and modern, his transcendent genius,
soaring above them all, soon called the attention of the whole musical world
upon himself: all admiring him, first for the beauty, boldness, and originality of
his Works, and afterwards regarding him as the best pattern for study and
imitation. Far from being actuated by the impulses of envy, so common
among the sons of harmony, 1 never heard him speak of his numerous imitators,
(whose airy productions, more suited to the indolence of some, and to the
weak musical capacity of others, seemed even to supplant the original, in
the public esteem), without allowing them all the merit which they rcally
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possess. To enter into a description of his worth, both as the greatest Master
of the Art, and as a private character, would exceed my ability. The admission
of the sweet chorus, p. 137, into this volume, by particular desire, was an
exception to rule, as I had purposed confining myself to the works of deceased
masters. I again refer to Dr. BurNEY, for a further account of this matchless
Composer, in his History of Music, Vol. 1v. p. 599.

Haypw, Michael, formerly Director of Music at Salzburg; brother to
JostPH, and according to the testimony of the latter, in no way inferior to him
as a musical genius, though he has not been equally distinguished and
successful. In 1801, he was appointed, at his brother Josepu’s request, to
an advantageous situation in the Chapel of Prince EsTErHAZz Y, and both with
the venerable Prince and the Emperor of Germany, met with that regard
which his great abilities deserved. His compositions for the Church are said
to be numerous, and of the most excellent kind. The verses here inserted,
taken from a Mass, composed for the use of Country Churches, may serve to

show, how wide the difference is, between the taste and ability of English and
German parish-singers.

MozarT, Wolfgang Amadeus. To use HaypN's own words, “ the most
extraordinary, original and comprehensive musical genius ever known in this
or any age or nation.” He was born 1757, and astonished the Musical World
by his premature talents, even during infancy. In his seventh year he went to
Paris and London, and in 1769 to Rome, where he was made knight of the
Golden Spur by the Pope. He was first engaged as Concert-master by the
Archbishop of Salzburg, but having too little scope for his genius in that
service, he returned to Viennain 1780. In 1788, he was appointed Master of
the Chapel of the Archduke Francis. He died in October 1791, aged 34.
For musical eloquence and refined taste in every species of composition,
Haypx alone is his equal; nor has he been excelled in elaborate and learned
Works by the most theoretical Masters of antient or modern times. The loss
of this admirable Composer in his best years, seems 1rretrievable,

PercorEst, Giovanni Battista, was born at Casoria, near Naples, in 1704,
and educated at the Conservatorio di poveri di Giesu Christo. At the early
age of 14, he distinguished himself by various compositions, in a superior style
of elegant melody and modulation. Ile particularly enjoyed the patronage of
the Prince of Stigliano, Master of the Horse to the King of Naples. His
compositions are well known, and every where deservedly admired. His coun=
trymen even bestowed on him the name of Il Divino. He died, greatly lamented,
in his 34th year, in 1737. See History of Music, Vol. 1v. p. 551.

Rovrre, John Henry, director of Music at Magdeburg, was born at Quedlin-
burgin 1714. As carly as his 13th year he comnposed a complete service, which
was well received. From 1736 to 1740, he studied Philosophy and Law, at
Leipsic, but afterwards devoted his musical talents to the Church, and was a
tavourite and truly devotional harmonist. He died in the year 1785.

Worr, Ernestus William, was born at Great Behringen, near Gotha, in
1735, and 1s justly esteemed as a Composer of much originality. Having
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completed his studies at Jena, he was, in 1761, appointed Concert-master to
the Duke of WEIMAR.

Having thus given a brief account of the few great composers in Germany
and Italy, of whose Works specimens are here presented to the Public, I have.
only to make an apology for any appearance of partiality in my choice of them,
by granting that I am as little free from prejudices in myself, and from the
weakness of yielding to those of my friends, as other men. I hope, however,
that none will be found unworthy of a place in such a selection.

To the Subscribers I heg leave to return my best thanks for the patronage
they have given to a Work, which, but for their encouragement, durst hardly
have ventured to intrude itself, with its old-fashioned dress, into public notice;
and the pleasure it has afforded to many of them, I consider as the most
grateful and complete reward. If they wish for its continuance, I shall
willingly contribute to furnish them with more extracts of such works as are
within my reach.

C. I. LATROBE.

Lonpox, August 19, 1806. e gl
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