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for alto saxophone, violin, viola and double bass
with video or audio playback
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Program Note

The longest trial in English history, concluded in 1997, pitted a gardener and a postman against the
world's largest fast-food business. Helen Morris and Dave Steel were part of a campaign accusing
McDonald's of a wide range of evils from exploiting children to harming animals. After hiring seven
private eyes to infiltrate the group, the company decided to deal with the problem by taking advantage
of Britain's libel laws, in which the burden of proof lies with the accused. When served libel writs in
1990, Dave Morris and Helen Steel (unlike anyone McDonald's had ever sued for libel before) decided
to take them on.

Thus began a David and Goliath story | found irresistible. So, from Franny Armstrong's McLibel
documentary, | took the voices of some chief participants - the two defendents, McDonald's UK
President Paul Preston, British Labour MP Jeremy Corbyn - and made music out of them.

Speech-generated melody has a long history, notably with Harry Partch and the operas of Janacek.
Scott Johnson's 1986 album John Somebody introduced the idea of instrumental melody, harmony
and rhythm accompanying recorded speech melodies. Steve Reich was quick to pick up on the
potential of Johnson's technique, and has used it in the majority of his works since 1987.

In McLibel, one aim is to extend this technique to create sustained melodies, using functional triadic
harmony to support their direction. These are miniature voice portraits - each person has their own
characteristic speech patterns, from Helen's rather shy intoning on a few notes, to Dave's emphatic
leaping intervals, to Paul Preston's appropriately upbeat Eisenhower-era rock'n'roll intonation.

© Robert Davidson

Performance directions

McLibel requires the performers to be sychronised with the audio or video playback (available
from the same source as this score). This is accomplished through in-ear monitoring of a click
track, heard only by the performers and appearing on the left channel of the recording.

Only the right channel of the recording is heard through front-of-house speakers (high quality
concert loudspeakers (eg. Meyer CQ-2 or similar) are recommended). The performers must

also be amplified and their sound mixed with the playback audio. Care must be taken that

the speech is always clearly audible, with the words clearly understood, but not so loud as to
detract from the performers - the instruments should never have the effect of simple underscoring.

The left channel is sent to the performers headphones only. Each performer should have individually
controlled volume to optimise the level of click required.

When playing speech-melody passages, the performers should mimic the voice's rhythm and
articulation as closely as possible, blending their sound with the voice sound.
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bash- ing your head a-gainst a brick  wall. Well, when - e - ver we come up a-gainst brick walls, we like to
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knock them down.__ They told us ba-sic-ally you're bash - ing your head a-gainst a brick  wall. Well, when-
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e-ver we come up a-gainst brick walls, we like to  knock them down.__ Ob-vious-ly, we're ex - haus-ted  and
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