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Introduction

Mozart s Eine Kleine Nachtmusik is one of the most recognisable works of classical music.

It was composed in 1787 for string quartet with optional double bass, although these days is

most commonly performed by string orchestras. This arrangement brings the piece into the

world of the ukulele to be performed, like the original, by a small ensemble.

The title of the piece is commonly, but incorrectly, translated as A Little Night Music - the

correct translation would beALittle Serenade.However, it is generally believed that Mozart

didn t intend to give the piece a specific title, merely noting in his records that he had

composed "a little serenade". The work is in fact a suite of four movements, although this

arrangement is only of the first movement, that being the piece most commonly associated

with the title.

Performance Notes

The First and Second Ukulele parts are based on the First and Second Violin parts, and

are written for standard ukuleles in re-entrant C tuning. Any of the three standard sizes of

ukulele can be used, although as the parts go up to the 15th and 14th fret respectively, a

concert or tenor is preferred. The Viola part is arranged for Baritone Ukulele, and is notated

in treble clef, an octave above concert pitch.

The Cello part has been notated for Bass Ukulele, although this will sound an octave lower

than the original. This is not necessarily a problem, as the cello part was intended to also be

played on double bass, but should be taken into consideration. A good alternative would be

to play this part on a classical guitar - either by following the bass tab on the lowest four

strings of the guitar, or by using the bonus classical guitar part available for download on

the Preece Music website.

A variety of techniques are used to play this piece. For the most part, only one note sounds

at a time, and thus the string can be plucked with any convenient finger. Where two notes

sound together, I generally play this as a "pinch" with thumb and forefinger, but they could

equally be played with forefinger and middle finger, and so on. Three or four notes sounding

together should be played with a downward strum using the thumb, or a "fake strum",

sounding each string in rapid successing with a different finger - either technique will work

equally well, but it is best for all members of the ensemble to use the same method for

consistency.

Techniques that beginner players may be unfamiliar with include the use of hammer-ons

and pull-offs, notated as slurs, and the use of tremolo. This can be performed in a number of

ways - either by picking with two fingers in rapid succession, or by picking down and

upwards with the same finger. Tremolo has only been indicated where it is specified in the

original piece, but you may find it useful to use it to sustain some of the longer notes - as

always, one of the joys of playing an arrangement for ukulele is that you are not bound by

tradition and are free to put your own interpretation onto the piece!
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Eine Kleine Nachtmusik (Allegro)
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756 - 1791)

arr Thomas Preece
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