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No. 1. (2) OrRGAN PRELUDE.—NIGHT.

(0) CHorus (CAROL).

Wonderful night !
Angels and shining immortals,
Thronging thine cbony portals,
Fling out their banners of light ;

Wonderful night !

Wonderful night |
Dreamed of by prophets and sages !
Manhood redeemed for all ages,
Welcomes thy hallowing might,
Wonderful night |

Dx. Jon. FrR. MEYER (1772-1848),
Trans. MAHAN.

No. 2. (a) RecitaTiVE (TENOR).

There were shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their flocks
by night. And, lo! the Angel of the
Lord came upon them, and the glory
of the Lord shone round about them :
and they were sore afraid. And the
Angel said unto them :—

8t. Lukk {i: 8, 9, 10,

(5) AriA (TExNoR).

From highest heaven, on joyous wing,
I come to you good news to bring ;
For unto you, this happy morn,

Of Virgin meek and pure, is born

A Iloly Child, a gentle Boy,

To be your bliss and chiefest joy.

No. 3. CHORuUS.

It is the Christ, our God indeed,
The very help poor sinners need ;
He will himself our Saviour be,
From sin and sorrow set us free.

No. 4. Sovro (Bass).

To you the blessedness He bears,
Which God the Father's love prepares,—
That in His heavenly kingdom blest
You may with Him for ever rest.

So mark ye well the signs I shew,
The swaddling-bands, the manger low ;
There shall ye find the young Child laid,
By Whom the universe was made.

MARTIN LUTHER (1483-1546).

Come to Him, and kneel before Him ;
Mortals all, great and small,
Come and worship and adore Him.

Love your King, whose love invites you;

Lo ! 1is star from afar .

To His dwelling lights you ;

Come and kneel before your King.
PAauL GERHARDT (1606-1678).

For to you the blessedness He bears,
Which God the Father’s love prepares.




No. 5.

Then let us ever joyful be,

And with the shepherds go and see

The gift which God to us hath given,

His own dear Son, sent down from
heaven.

(@) CHORUS (FUGHETTA).

MARTIN LUTHER.

(5) CHORALE.

- All Christians may rejoice to-day,
For Christ is born to comfort and to
save us:
Who thus believes, no longer grieves,
For mnone are lost who grasp the
hope He gave us.

Yea, let us praise our new-born King,
Sing hallelujahs to the skies above us ;
The bliss received from God to-day,
To ceaseless thankfulness and joy
should move us.

Caspan FOGER (1617),
**O Christenleut.”

(c) CHORuS.

Then let us ever joyful be,

And with the shepherds go and see

The gift which God to us hath given,

His own dear Son, sent down from
heaven.

No. 6. (a) RECITATIVE (SOPRANO).

Mark thou, my heart, look well, mine
eyes,

What yonder in the manger lies

What Child is that so wondrous fair ?

The Infant Saviour licth there.

(5) ARIETTA (SOPRANO).

Once did the skies before Thee bow,
A Virgin's arms contain Thee now ;
Angels, who did in Thee rejoice,—
Now listen for Thine infant voice.

A little child, Thou art our guest,
‘'hat weary ones in Thee may rest.
Forlorn and lowly is Thy birth,

That we may rise to heaven from earth.

No. 7. QUARTET.

Welcome, thrice welcome, noble guest !
The sinner’s friend, the mourner’s rest ;
For coming thus to grief and me,
How can I thank Thee worthily ?

O Saviour divine!

No. 8. Soro (Avrto).

Ah! Jesus, lay Thy gentle Head,
Aud make Thyself a clean, soft bed
Here in the corner of my heart,
That I and Thou may never part.

Thy mother watches tenderly,

So sleep, my babe, right happily ;
Thy mother sings, Thy cradle nigh,
Her sweetcst, softest lullaby.

No. 9.

Now praise we all our God,

Almighty God on His high throne,

Who giveth us His only on.
Sing Allelnia! Amen.

Such the good news the angels bring,

Such the new year of which they sing.

(a) CHORUS. FINALE.

Now let us ever joyful be,

And with the shepherds go and see

The gift which God to us hath given,

His own dear Son, sent down from
heaven.

(0) QUARTET.

Wonderful night !
Let us, as long as life lingers,
Sing with the cherubim singers,
““Glory to God in the height !
Wonderful night !

DR. JoH. FR. MEYER (1772-1848).

(¢) CHoRus.

O come, ye faithful all,
Your grateful hearts and voices raise
Glad songs to God,
For Christ 18 born this Day of Days.
O come, let us adore,
Let us adore ITlim, Christ the Lord !
Alleluia! Amen.

‘“ Adeste Fideles” (15th Century).
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2 The Holy Night.”
(Heilige Nacht.)

Christmas Cantata.
‘Words from
Martin Luther. (1483-1546,)  Caspar Fiiger.(1617.)
J Friedrich Meyer. (1772-1848.) St Luke: II, 8,9,10.
Paul Gerhardt.(1606-1676.) Adeste Fideles. (15th Century.)
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Chorus: “It is the Christ,our God'
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