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CHARACTERS

THE HARPER .. .. .. .. .. .. TENOR
RAINALD .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. BARITONE
FIRST FORESTER . .. .. .. .. BASS

ELLEN .. .. .. .. <« <« .. .. .. SOPRANO
ANNOT.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. MEZZO SOPRANO
FIRST FORESTER’S WIFE. .. CONTRALTO

Women attending on Ellen; Forest Folk; River Folk ; Foresters;
Boy-Dancers; Kinsmen and friends of Ellen; Retainers; etc.
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Act One. .. .. .. .. The Castle Courtyard-Evening

Act Two. .. .. .. .. A Forest Near a River - Night

Act Three.. Sc.1 .. The Castle Courtyard - Dawn
.. Sc.2 .. Hall of the Castle






The Two Sisters.

Opera in three Acts.

Libretto by Music by :
Marjory Fausset. Cyril Bradley Rootham.,
Actl.

In place of an overture, six verses of the Ballad *“The Twa Sisters o’ Binnorie” ~ will Bé sung by a(male) singer standing in the
orchestra, immediately after the lights have been extinguished in the theatre. The Ballad will be sung without accompaniment.

Ballad.
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aye!) There were twa sis_ters sat in a bow’, Therecam’ a  knight to be their
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W00 . er. (Bon.ny Saint John . ston__ stands — on Tay.)
2. He courted the eldest wi’ glove and ring; 1. And by there cam’ a harper fine,
(Edinbro’! Edinbro’!) (Edinbro’! Edinbro’!)
But he lo’ed the youngest aboon a thing. Harped to nobles when they dine
(Stirling for aye!) (Stirling for aye!)
The eldest she was vexed sair, He’s to’en three locks of her yellow hair
And sair envied her sister dear. And with them strung his harp sae fair.
(Bonnie St. Johnston stands on Tay.) (Bonnie St. Johnston stands on Tay.)
3. She’s ta’en her sister by the hand 5. He wento into her father’s ha
(Edinbro’! Edinbro’!) (Edinbro! Edinbro’)
And down they went to the river strand; And played his harp before them a’;
(Stirling for aye!) _ . (Stirling for aye!)
The youngest stood upon a stane, And soon the harp sang loud and clear
The eldest cam’ and pushd her in “Farewell, my father and mother dear!”
(Bonnie St. Johnston stands on Tay.) (Bonnie St. Johnston stands on Tay.)

6. And next when the harp began to sing,
(Edinbro’! Edinbro!)
Twas,“Farewell, sweetheart” sang the string
(Stirling for aye!)
And then as plain a plain could be
“There sits my sister who drowned me”
(Bonnie St. Johnston stands on Tay)

*} This version is used by permission of J. A. Fuller Maitland, Esq. and Miss Lucy Broadwood.



Early spring evening: the courtyard of a castle. When the curtain rises, a shepherd or man at the gate is playing his hautboy. The girls
of the castle are heard singing outside.
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Curtain goes up immediatelybefore the Introduction begins.

Act IL

Introduction.

The same night: a forest clearing with river at the back. Forest folk among the trees.
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49 (Rainald beckons Harper to follow him,but the old man shakes his head

and looks at the harp like one in a dream.) Ellen (tull;ning to the people).
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Pia Allegro.
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(Harper steps forward here holding

his harp expectantly.)
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