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Oh, that evening, that evening 
I had very little sleep. 
I had very little sleep. 
Oh that's what I've seen in my dream. 
  

In my dream I've seen
As if my crow-coloured horse 
Started playing, dancing, 
Jumping under me. 
  

And evil winds came down 
From the eastern lands.
Oh, they ripped the black hat off
From my reckless head.

My Cossack captain was quick-witted.
He was able to solve my dream.
"Oh," he said, "your brave head 
Will be knocked off!" 
  

Oh, that evening, that evening 
I had very little sleep. 
I had very little sleep. 
Oh that's what I've seen in my dream. 
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Ой, то не вечер
Folk Song collected by Alexandra Zheleznova-Armfelt.

Published in Songs of the Ural Cossacks (1899)

Each voice should be doubled or replaced by suitable instruments as and when the performers choose.

Voices sing "ah" when no text is shown!

Arr. for SATB 

by Peter Dyson
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St Peterburg 29th March 2016
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Countess Alexandrine Armfelt was born on 16th September 1866
into a Finnish noble family in Turku in the Russian Grand Duchy 
of Finland. She started to compose at an early age and became a 
member of the circle surrounding Anton Rubinstein and Mily Balakirev. 

In 1895, she married Vladimir Zheleznov, a St. Petersburg-born 
officer of Ural Cossack descent. She stayed with her husband 
when he was posted to the Ural District in 1896. There they 
developed an interest in Russian folk music and in 1899 
published a collection of Cossack songs (Пѣсни уральских казаков).  

As a composer her most productive period was 1903–1914, back 

in St. Petersburg, where she published a number of romances for 
cello, violin and piano. She divorced in 1912. During World War I 
and the Russian Revolution, she lost her former husband and her sons. 

After 1917, she became a pianist in a cinema and gave piano lessons. 
She died in Leningrad on 6th March 1933. 

Footnote


