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Dvorak wrote his Serenade for Wind Instruments, Cello and Bass in 1878, over a period of only two
weeks. This was just before the appearance of the Slavonic D ances which made him famous
throughout Europe, and the Serenade, while drawing on classical models such as the M ozart
serenades, is full of characteristic Slavonic elements. While in a minor key;, it is far from melancholic,
and in typical Dvorak fashion is full of melodic and harmonic interest, together with first-class technical
construction. Brahms wrote to the violinist Joachim "Take a look at Dvorak's Serenade for Wind
Instruments... I hope you will enjoy it as much as I do.... It would be difficult to discover a finer, more
refreshing impression of really abundant and charming creative talent". The Serenade was very well-
received at its premiere in Prague in 1878, conducted by the composer, and has been a staple of the
classical music repertoire ever since.

The present arrengement for a 6-part cello ensemble is of moderate technical difficulty and has avoided
extremes of pitch or prolonged fast passages in single parts (e.g. by dividing such passages between
two more instruments). An attempt has been made to share out the melodic and harmonic interest
among all 6 parts, but Cello 1 tends to take the lead.

In recordings of the original work, the timings of the movements are: first movement about 4 minutes,
second movement 5.5-6.5 minutes, third movement 8 minutes, finale 5-6-6.5 minutes.

Technical notes:

TRILLS:

In the original score, all trills are printed with two appropriate grace notes at the end of the trill. In the
present arrangement these have been omitted, leaving it to perfomers and conductor to decide whether
trills are played with or without the grace notes at the end. The latter option might be preferable for
technical reasons to avoid shifts of position, and thus improve ensemble playing. Thus particularly
affects the first movement of the Serenade, where trills are frequent. In addition, the series of short trills
in Cellos 1 and 2 in bars 68 to 74 of the first movement are probably technically more tricky on cello
than they would have been on the oboe for which they were originally written. Here it might be
preferable to substitute a shorter ornament than a trill, or even to omit the trills altogether.

DOTTED NOTES:

For technical reasons, it is likely that cellists will choose to play many of the dotted figures (ie dotted
quavers followed by semiquaver, as in the 2nd and 3rd notes of the first movement) in a single bow, but
this has been left to the discretion of performers and has not been marked in the arrangement.
Articulation should however be as crisp as possible to fit the character of the original music which was
written predominantly for wind instruments (2 oboes, 2 clarinets in B Flat, 2 bassoons, 1 contrabassoon,
[ad lib], 2 horns in F, 1 horn in B Flat [basso], cellos and double bass).

Gwyn Seymour, Stonehaven, Scotland A pril 2013
d.g.seymour@abdn.ac.uk

This arrangement was made for James Halsey and the Giant Cello Ensemble to perform at the Aboyne
Cello Festival, Scotland, on 20th July 2013.




Wind Serenade, op 44 in D Minor

Antonin Dvorak (1841-1904)
arranged by Gwyn Seymour
(d.g.seymour@abdn.ac.uk)
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