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THE LAMP OF LIBERTY

The title is taken from the conclusion of Abraham Lincoln's Chicago speech of 1858: "I
leave you, hoping that the lamp of liberty will burn in your bosoms until there shall no
longer be a doubt that all men are created free and equal." The text compiles extracts from
a variety of Negro poets and poets who were connected with Wilberforce, assembled to
mirror the gradual move from captivity and despair to freedom and rejoicing. At crucial
junctures three Negro spirituals are included and at the centre of the work - the turning
point - extracts from Wilberforce's Abolition Speech of 1789 are spoken over an orchestral
background. As the piece was commissioned for a chamber choir I scored, of necessity, for
a small orchestra (despite strong temptations to involve much larger forces at dramatic
moments in the text). The first spiritual is designed for the chorus to show its qualities a
cappella. I hesitated for a long time before deciding to include the final spiritual as it is not
musically distinguished, but eventually its text proved to be irresistible as a fitting
culmination for the work.

Anthony Hedges

The first performance was given by Beverley Chamber Choir, Michael George (Bass), Hull
Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Andrew Penny on 12th May 2007.
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THE LAMP OF LIBERTY

In memoriam William Wilberforce

Text compiled by the composer from various sources:
the Bible, negro poets, friends of Wilberforce*,
negro spirituals, Wilberforce's 1789 abolition speech.

Anthony Hedges
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(In this section of the work it is impossible to covey any realistic impression of the orchestral parts in the piano reduction.
The choir should be aware in advance of rehearsing with the orchestra that the orchestral textures are dense and extremely
dissonant. There is however some doubling of choral lines within the orchestra.)
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(* The speaker is not expected to follow the notated rhythms exactly: they are intended as a general guide.
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should ensure that the text and
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