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Song of Spring

Spring passes over the river

Passes through the dream you are dreaming.

In the slumbering city

Springtime is coming.

The weathercock has gone mad

Has gone turning, turning

And around the weathercock

All of us dance in a flock.

All of us dance, we dance

The Belowved, the Dead, the Friends,

All of us dance until

The purpose cannot be recalled...

Until the floss silk trees have

Blossomed over the ramparts

-Mario Quintana

Trans. Jan Reinhart

About the Poet

Mário de Miranda Quintana (1906-1994) was a Brazilian poet born in Alegrete, Rio Grande do 

Sul.  He received his early education in his home town and in 1919 moved to Porto Alegre
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nor had children.  In solitude, he lived most of his life in hotself.  He was considered the "poet

of simple things" with a style marked by irony, death, lost childhood, and time.  He also

translated over one hundred and thirty works of world literature, including In Search of Lost Time

by Marcel Proust, Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway, and Words in Blood, by Giovanni Papini.
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