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COMPOSER’S NOTE 
 
Knee-deep is a relatively short cello solo piece that was written during a period of 
intense fascination with Shostakovich, in particular with his early 50’s production. His 
Concertino for Two Pianos served as a formal model for Knee-deep. Smaller in scope, 
Knee-deep is still rather complex with four rather recognizable motives that intertwine 
and developed around a underlying ABA form (exposition of materials A, center section 
at faster tempo B, restatement of materials found in A and ending). The title reflects a 
self- imposed write-as-fast-as-possible constraint: derived from a lager work for piano, 
violin and percussion, Knee-deep was written in one day. 

Duration: 6’ 
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