William Byrd

Mass for Four Voices

This mass was published without title pages by Michael Este ¢1594.
The clefs imply downward transposition of a fifth, to which has been added
an upward transposition of a tone in respect of the difference in pitch.
The resulting voice types are Mean, which was a boys' voice,
Countertenor, which was a high tenor, Tenor and Bass.

The range of the Mean is standard, though with much use made of the lower notes.
The top note of the Countertenor was G in Fayrfax, with occasional A in Taverner,
and A as a normal note in Tye, Tallis and White. The B flat in Et Ascendit is unusual, and
modern choirs could assign both altos and tenors to this part.

The Tenor sometimes goes down to A, and up to G in Et ascendit,
again an unusual note for tenors at the time.

The Bass also stretches the range, going from low F to top D.

Accidentals are fully written in the source, leaving virtually no room for musica ficta.
When rie of Kyrie is set to one note, sing ri, and elide the e with that of eleison following.

I gratefully acknowlege the use made of Brian Marble's score on CPDL.
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