A Pussycat love Song
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Dana Gioia

for Jasmin

Alleycat Love Song
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Come into the garden, Fred,

Come into the garden, Fred.
I have nothing but my flea collar on,

I'll wait by the screen door till dawn.

"Oh,

| hear the frogs in the muddy lake

Croaking from shore to shore.

They've one swift season to soothe their ache.
In autumn they sing no more.

So ignore me now, and you'll hear my meow

the neighborhood tabby is gone.

the scent of catnip has gone to my head.

fireflies court in the sweetgum tree.

nightjar calls from the pine,

she seems to say in her rhapsody,
mustard-brown Fred, be mine!"

full moon lights my whiskers afire,
the fur goes erect on my spine.

scratch all night at the door.

Langorous, sensuous and seductive ..=60-63
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Music © 2006 by Joelle Wallach. All rights reserved.
"Alley Cat Love Song" from Interrogations at Noon, © 2001 by Dana Gioia.

"

Used with the permission of Graywolf Press, Saint Paul, MN. ~All rights reserved

* Throughout this song, dynamics and tempo may be modified in the service of a tasteful hamminess (tuna-y-ness?).



7
A
f) | A\ . [ —
i ] D # o S i >
%' € ] ] i — l 0
[Y) —— ' Y
gone. Come in - to the gar - den, Fred;__ I've no-thingbut my flea col - lar
- [ — ‘h [ P
: — o o
. P -
[Y) - [ Y [
_ \f. E e te ,
o [
i — ] i 1 . I I 174

W === E— w
9
m — _—
) A — — *
‘ e—L= e ———
SV I 1”4 — | 1 L | I T
D § —
on. the scent of cat - nip has gone to my head. Il wait by the
9 7 P hsl [ _— 4 | i
g\ b L& & | b |
[ fan W bl e | o D @ 4- g
SV & = s bt
: o ! L . — g
v
rl
£ = 2Dy S s e N R I .
I | | W D 0
Z—bH— — } i i pail i T pai i T
110 mp mezza voce
p > T X T
= - | 2 ]
o> » | K ¢ e & |
D) —— ' —
screendoor till  dawn. Il wait by the screendoor till
‘ — | .
0 I N
. . : = =
v @ = — o - —
% n\ i 4ol _ (t)o-

. :ﬁ i r — i ———
%W—VEVJ o — . i = %j:
13

m
H o P \
o | = N L
| | | 1 | | i)
I I | I | | — | % I I | o | % 1
dawn. The fire - fliescourt in the sweet - gum ftree, the night - jar calls from the

-

= %E(#)IL’ e o = £ - —

‘

il

— = ete e
75— > = n — I 7 = g
I i ~ < / _ !



o) | o
| 4 | | |
V4 | | | | | | — | T . ! I’ % I
Q) 14 1 | | I | T
pine, and she seems to say in her lhap - s0 - dy, "Oh, mus-tard brown Fred,_ be mine."
— o fe £ 3
e ! %’H'—’I —F : !
% | — T é- ’I.
D) | I
s - 'AJ-
) o ] 1 — 1‘\, ] — f Y
Z 5 % 1 +# y J I T iﬁ I . % % [ I [
—— b _‘L _J, T — T —
o
17
m,
0 f —_—
75 - e e
[ an N | PN D] | | b o ° = bl |
t)y —S vy | — I b L4 |
The scent of cat - nip has
>
n «1‘- 1‘ - 1‘. > ‘ .h - | ﬁ
#?:%—'—. 1' 1 n— T :
5 — . — :
T _
- - .
P | "4 | g |
75 | e
— [T { —
19
| ha
- — ! = :
: : I |
rY) —_—
gone to my head.
./\
‘ [ \ & ot e [r——
. T | | Iy
#W — - .o -
2 Y :];r N =——
o
| | Ge |5 T £ P > S B\
o < ;
J O I =0 o - &
b~ > — | e o
21
o) m.l) N N
o N n I\, I
T T f } ! ] % In% s T T T e [ T |
| — I ! — —
The full__ moon lights_ my whis-kers a - fire, the fur goes e - rect on my

#g r 3 £
1o - I — f T 1
I Vi | | | |
D 14 I 4&4_‘ o —
0 T & -t @
D | & L

o { T ® [ nr
|
2

-N

e

B
%4 1
~Ie



)
L
il
TN 8 |
=
.r%‘ g Y
ol e oln
[«3] .
oL s N
()]
el 8
=
Ll
T i Jv
J = ﬁl.d 1
e S e
N S| il
| 8 e i
. |
[ YRS
\m ||
il 5 R
11 2 Hunﬂ
PEL S N ]
S o/
(8]
o
Q| |5 |
U .
= = v
T
NP T A
e
T
AL g
£ |
| @ .-Ian
o D™e @ N
N
{

2 .
|} R=
9 .
||| o L1 o
Y— uMH
& 'y
B —
|| L 18
5
< N
-+
s Pas
m - y
~ q
LT
N oo TTT®
Vs
2
. Z
[<5)
. s
v oE m._ T
x q
[ 1
k=]
m .
(I TN
: A
| | M g
S
- °
S
|l 3
u -
e v
P Iy -
§ 5 .
w N
(9\]
N — —

27

one swift

They've

shore.

shore_ to

ing from

croak

lake,

dy

mud

77

=

(&~

o=
N—

7

-

-

* pOCOfis less loud than ’Infthroughout.



poco omi

29

minoso
T

me

Ig - nore_

au-tumnthey sing no more.

In

their ache.

son to soothe_

sea -

mfa shade more insistant

31

[
|

cat - nip

of

The scent

the door.

scratch all night at

as

now and you'll hear my me - ow

»

I

(&~

har
&

mp
LN
)

door till dawn.

wait by the screen

I'M

my head.

gone to

QLR

fsr

1

e

mpdolce

35

my

%
full__ moon lights_
/7N

o

D]

Y
The

o>—9-

e

27 5
(e
ANG"4

[Y)

(&’ o=

o
-/‘\"’.




mf deciso
A - — — — P —
| 1/ | — | | @ 2 ° = |
14 | = = | |
SV — | I I I | o | I 1 L I I | 1
Q) T ! — | | L —
whis-kers a - fire, the fur goes e -rect on my spine, the scent of cat - nip has
o
— % o J
9 I o _ #_ — T Py JJ.J E [r—
g\ b | & D D
= . 5%:&? i E b -
DY) | I | S~—— ~—

N
YT

M
N

[ ———— —_— mf apassionato ma poco lontano__—————
P % ‘]\ | om— | D . . 0
I 1 ] ] | 7. 1] I I - &> |
SV | — | | | | L1 174 — el 1
! IS E—
gone to my  head. Oh, must-tard brown Fred,_ be  mine. The scent of cat - nip__
/\ _
n #é. :2. y X _'_' . P
% - k) 0 ﬁk l'. . 0 P —
-y e 1 i et ] t !
‘F % —_— —_
fe JD—__J e o —
)y %;J:r_‘.:f_ﬂT P i =
7 o = — |
hud — | T r
p— | | )
d % K — — o & i
A I P . > ] rS |
_ has gone to my head. Il wait by the screendoor till dawn.
2 _J _I 1 o
h o o4 o :(ﬁ)_'[ j 1 £ -
o — | — = 2 e
} ‘J [ I. % & U 0 - @ a
{ 0
0 | p— | I. r
— >
| ﬁj [
T -1'. T -1& T o T 1 ]
- | r X 72| 11 Y 2 r X | - Il |
| & VA ! | ] & & | Il |
1 A | Y — Al | 1 |
Mee____ ow! guam-------- 1

) ~ 'qu)dolcis.
Q E B —. :
% I‘ _ & h=a -©-
D D K] -
D s =
=

e £ -~ : : o
{ . ' — (the empty
‘yp moonlight)

J\
[
%
| B¢

|
0

h‘ﬁ. Ll i ° o N
— #;z v ‘ ‘ 4 t ‘ ry e & 'UL (screen door
>



	AlleyCatTitle
	DMinorAlleyCat_0002
	DMinorAlleyCat_0003
	DMinorAlleyCat_0004
	DMinorAlleyCat_0005
	DMinorAlleyCat_0006
	DMinorAlleyCat_0007

