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JANACEK’S “TALE” FOR *CELLO AND PIANO

originated in 1910 (finished on Feb. 10th, 1910). Leo¥ Janadek (1854—1928) stood, of all the Czech
composers, in the heartiest relationship with Russia. As proof of this we have his visits to Russia (from
1896—1904), his knowledge of the Russian language, his chairmanship and founding of a Russian Circle
in Brno (1897-1915) and his sincere admiration of Russian music and literature. Janaéek showed this
friendly attitude towards Russia by composing music either to Russian text directly or under the influence
of Russian authors. He was fondest of Russian realistic literature. Lermontov, Tolstoj, Zukovskij, Gogol,
Krylov, Ostrovskij, and Dostojevskij were his favourite Russian authors.

Under the influence of Zukovskij’s Russian stories of Czar Berend&j he wrote his “Tale” for ’cello.
Zukovskij’s story tells of the bearded Czar Berend&j who was sad because he had no children. But in the
course of his long absence a son was born to him, whom he pledged to the Immortal Skeleton.

JanaZek works out his “Tale” in three parts, partly in rondo form, partly in sonata form. A delicate
‘lyric style alternates with a swift dramatic style. The strength of Janiéek’s idea triumphs, therefore he
may repeat it often or move it about by means of modulation. The last part, which ends in a gradual
diminishing of the musical current, is the daintiest of all.
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