An History of English Literature

Three pieces for a capella chorus
by

Marshall Tuttle

I.  Sonnet CXLVI by Shakespeare
II. To the Moon by Shelly
III. Death of a Cartoon Character by Van Leeuven



Directions to the conductor.

I. Shakespeare

1. In the first song, partial words are required to be sung, as text passes from voice to voice.

This is notated by placing initial or final consonants in parentheses. For example, the word

(I)et is an instruction to sing the end of the word "let" without the initial consonant.

2. Notes which exceed the range of all singers should be sung by only those singers who can

produce them. This refers to such notes as the low Bb's in the bass part and the high Db's in

the soprano part. These notes should not be doubled at the octave.

3. The extended trills should be traded back and forth betweeen singers with staggered breathing.

Furthermore, singers should alternate between the upper and lower notes of the divisi trills in order

to reduce vocal fatigue and create the desired effect. Both notes of the trill should be covered at all

times, but it is not necessary for any singer to stay on the high trill for the entire sequence.

II. Shelly

The composition is straightfoward. Allow the singers to breathe and make phrases.

III. van Leuven

There are several types of sound production required in this piece

1. Normal singing, words and pitches notated in the normal fashion.

2. Sound effects: vocal and non vocal notated with an 'X' through the note head or note stem.
Examples of vocal sound effects are the various 'sniffles’ and 'gulps' throughout the score.
Examples of non-vocal sound effect include the opening "shuffle", to be executed by two scuffs
of the sections' shoes across the floor to the notated rhythm.

In this movement, texts in parentheses are directions to create the intended sound.

For example:

gasp

under a note means to sing the word 'gasp'.

(gasp)

under a note meants to gasp. When pitches are specified, those pitches should be

gasped rather than sung.

3. In measure 31 and following, the bass section is divided in three parts. Each part is to wobble
between the notated pitches on a neutral vowel.. These wobbles will cross the break in the bass
voice and force a kind of yodeling sound. The effect is notated by underlined text. A similar
effect occurs in other parts. The notated whimper and gasp effects are to be executed in a similar
fashion.

At the end of the piece all performers collapse and die on stage.

This piece is a serious piece. Despite its superficial humor, it should be played for its pathos.
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