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PART III.

NN AAL A

I Now come to singing with words, and cannot dwell too much, in the first place, on the great
importance of understanding thoroughly the vowel sounds in our language as well as their
modifications.  Elocutionists teach that, even in reading, it is necessary for distinctness to
dwell strongly on the vowel sounds. How much more, then, must they be dwelt on in
singing, when every sound is more or less sustained? Elocution is too much neglected as a
branch of general study ; but its importance is specially great in connexion with the study of
singing, the vocalist’s least deviation from the pure sound of the vowel being apparent. All
singers should learn elocution, for in oratorio and ballads half the ‘charm is lost unless the
audience can hear distinctly every syllable. It is not sufficient to pronounce in singing as in
familiar conversation, when even the best educated person is often guilty of carelessness; and
hence, before singing with words, a course of lessons in elocution is most desirable. It is a
very common thing to notice such faults as the following :—¢he—ill” for “ hill,” “ste—ull” for
“still,” “awa-ee” for “away,” and “loight” for “light”—than such malpronunciation nothing
can more impair the effect of the purest voice.

I often find great misunderstanding about the unaccented syllable in declamation, and on
this subject cannot do better than quote the high authority of Walker.

“ Besides such imperfections in pronunciation as disgust every ear not accustomed to them,
there are a thousand insensible deviations in the more minute parts of the language, as the
unaccented syllable may be called, which do not strike the ear so forcibly as to mark any
direct impropriety in particular words, but occasion only such a general imperfection as to give
a bad impression on the whole. Speakers with these imperfections pass very well in common
conversation ; but when they are required to pronounce with emphasis, and for that purpose to
be more distinct and definite in their utterance, here their ear fails them : they have been
accustomed only to loose, cursory speaking, and for want of firmness of pronunciation are like
those painters who draw the muscular exertions of the human body without any knowledge of
anatomy. This is one reason, perhaps, why we find the elocution of so few people agreeable
when they read or speak to an assembly, while so few offend us by their utterance in common
conversation. A thousand faults lie concealed in miniature which a microscope brings to view,
and it is only by pronouncing on a larger scale, as public speaking may be called, that we
prove the propriety of our elocution.” All that is here said with regard to speaking applies
equally to singing.

The following selection of songs will be found to illustrate all styles, and I would direct
special attention to the remarks made upon the correct manner of their interpretation. To
those who have not frequent opportunities of hearing music rightly performed they will prove
valuable.
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religious feeling,

Largo e sostenuto.

MADAME SAINTON-DOLBY'S SINGING TUTOR.

PIOUS ORGIES.
This song is of a devotional character and must be sung throughout smoothly, with great

and attention to light and shade.

(Judas Maccabeus).
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MADAME SAINTON-DOLBY'S SINGING TUTOR.

WITH VERDURE CLAD.

This song does not require depth of feeling, but it exacts great command of vocalisation,
and must be sung with finish,
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MADAME SAINTON-DOLBY'S SINGING TUTOR.

“REJOICE GREATLY.”

This song is of a jubilant character, and, though often attempted, is very rarely per-

formed as it should be. It is very difficult to interpret properly, an

perhaps for this reason,

the time is often taken much too fast ; thus destroying the very decided accent which should

be given to the passages of vocalisation.

(Messiah.) HANDEL.
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« SOFTLY SIGHS.”

This scena is a perfect model, and there is hardly another piece of its length containing so
much variety of expression. Mere vocalisation will not suffice in this case. The singer who
attempts “ Softly sighs” must possess great dramatic power. There is no better study than :
this great scena, and to sing it well has been the ambition of every Soprano from the time of [
‘Weber until now. : '
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“IN INFANCY.”

This was, in its time, one of the most popular of Dr Arne’s songs. It is taken from the
Opera of Artazerzes, which had such great success at the beginning of the present century.

A tender, beseeching spirit should be maintained throughout, and the music must be sung
with great finish.
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To be sung with quiet tender expression.
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“«JOHN ANDERSON, MY JO.”

are necessary for the true rendering of this simple, tonching ballad,

The last two stanzas written by Burxs-

Moderately slow.

Deep feeling and attention to light and shade
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“WHAT THOUGH I TRACE.”

Although some Contraltos may be able to sing the part of Solomon (from which Oratorio
this song is taken) it more properly belongs to the voice of a Mezzo-Soprano, for it dwells on
the high register of the voice throughout, and is always transposed when sung by a true
Contralto. I have, therefore, placed it in the repertory of the Mezzo-Soprano voice. It is
one of the best known songs of Handel, and when well sustained, and sung with appropriate
expression, is most effective.
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“IF THOU WOULD'ST REAP IN LOVE.”

Words from ‘“ KEBLE'S CHRISTIAN YEAR.”

Andantino. Music by CHARLOTTE SaINTox-DoLny.
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“«MY MOTHER BIDS ME BIND MY HAIR.”

One of Haydn’s most popular and beautiful canzonets. It must be sung with great
expression, though simgly, and in strict time, otherwise the natural flow of the melody will be
spoiled. This is one of the most favorable songs for a debutante, as being effective and easy
to sing.

Moderato.
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«“PRIMROSES DECK THE BANK’'S GREEN SIDE.”

This song must be sung with simplicity, grace, and attention to the marks of expression.
It will be found a very effective song for a low mezzo-soprano voice.

Moderato.

T RN
tr
=
: ==l o e i N e e e e s A s B oy > —
@:{:ﬁjgjttj:;ﬁ—_L vt e e o =
— , = r 4 ) ; | e o | e
#%:ﬁ — — E T T T s = = @
T SR SRR T & o
Prim - ro-ses deck the bank’s green side, Cow - slips en -
tr
;L = 1] t = | 1 =
‘_‘__’ O Lo _] = f T ] I ] T 1 T ‘d'_—:f'_"Et
JJ 1 [ - < R -3 R -5 = < = = - —l_i bt 4
% = - - B4 = e B
e e e e e e e e
*— : - o v — i — i — »
-o- ] =i 3 T g T s T T ¢ i
nsé = + f p : *
A s = : T r 1 1
'ﬁﬁ__;}f—= =) = SRR e S
3 rich  the val -  leys The black - bird war - bles to  his bride; Let's
p B g™
i T Lo -
S G B e —p i T T By “ »
i !‘i - — + = ‘ =
-o - - R - =
— - e -a-i -UQ
-+ | = o R S i R
T g e e P e e e e
I%w_!‘—" S : R —— - ;ﬂi:ﬂt:_ ﬁi.:zj:‘l:_ =
— - »— — = r & r 4 e -
———— -
A A
- 2 3 tr A [ A _— ar
575 = - e T &p:q *“J:“—:_:
: £ o . TN — i i te— —
range the fields, my An - nie, Let's range the ficlds, my  An -
W l i : N ) ; 4
P — — ‘ ——
[y : 4 ;i - | o e e - =
’ = v =~ gars e - = - e
P o - T N R T
W : . ] ] |
& - r ) — E——_— = Ze 2o @ ;g = p= — E
R = i & mn——— ; =t : : i T 2



-

MADAME SAINTON-DOLBY’S SINGING TUTOR. 183

N 3 =
Ao a{ e - - TS T ] T Ji » | B
G SiE=== it e
. A —
- = e The de -vious path our steps shall

: - . e .
I — DRt s e — s :
i s — et = = T =
J - L | -10- - - - 5 _g:—ﬁ'-
J P
S R a— T T ——— e e
e e i ¥ i o £ —— —
o = — i
% ¢ o
" v s i o o i S e o S
R e e B
" : - -
bring To yon-der hap - py grove, to yon-der hap - py grove, Where
N ~
e e
=t ] | + i » T - T r T | E ]
S’——_:rtg—.%——*‘:j—s’*t - i — 3
7 P SR
i o o s T N .
E: : et — e 8
¥t ! t f H — — I
=R CEm

;ﬁ It
M

| 1R

&

T

w,

\

1)

tr
)
— i evg
l - T I — L] - — —
night - in - gales me - lo - dious sing, And ze - phyrs  whis - per
s | ! ; | [ ’ -
— —ta—F —3 3 :q—_—tj:jz_t—.j_ =
! == 1 1 = =i — =
U - | { -Ig-
it o » o - > - -
et TR H 1 S §
: y . (& . PF r ] -
I | 1 | : i i | i 0 H | |
~
E;-"—; =
\____/
whis - - - - per
: %

# ‘ ] >
p85— —— ] -
== = e w =it - 'E
i & o : - S S

love, And ze - phyrs whis - - per love, . .
ir
# ! 3 P ~ ~
g e ) ,1 ] = =
— f— Cpwe - %ﬁf__. : P = +
= - g o & . ?‘- r—a_w-_'
~
i |
B ! ] :
= - - ' } =
i > — =
—5}-




MADAME SAINTON-DOLBY'S SINGING TUTOR.

N ﬁ-f 3
S a ] 1 =] e £
e = ‘P 1 = = = !___l.:J | ,'i__._a-._____:
'y S a8 4 iy s o o
Prim- ro-ses deck the bank’sgreen side, Cow-slips en - rich the val -
gu ; —~
Ljé:L\L“"' T 1 | { ] J!—F”_A—‘t%‘lﬁ ]
> 1 - ! e ; = e e ) 5 i,
S g T g T = e S T
=0
lm il £ [= e | —a -
"‘IEEF —® LR .. S —
[ i 1 | T T L ] ==
et — e e e - — Pt
e e i P
- ley, The black-bird  war - bles to his  bride; Let'srange the fields my
P
d&*_ ) )| ] T I ] ] T | L
&B ] — S { 1 ’1 Py _! EEEe |
J g e bl o e
O 1§
3 T e — i — r — ] i =
!@iﬁ_‘ ® i ] iv' - A ‘b‘:—?—t g
t-“‘ I T L
W4 ok f o N~ t
P~ o~ e P gy ] o E
=" - g0 =
An - nie, Let’s range the fields, my An - - nie.
e
et L= ; 3 . o0 'P‘I"_&‘%_
T— = — ! — - - - =1 [l —F
(C——2—s}" e — - = et
SRR v & o o T R PRy
o ; ; | !
: 3 o e, et e E
e —Tnepa T s
ez ) e e s 1 ] == i O —— == ==
— T g ¥ - = [
AW .] ﬁ ﬂ Il ] + —_
s = v e e e e = e——1—+%
o e g e 17 <
With sweet-est  flow’rs a wreath I'll  twine, To
tr
_naelt & = = . |
P e e e T T T
= =T e s ___Ji—F — H = — -
J f -o- '
b 1 -
e ==
z — t | T » —
o i ' -
-8 - T — cres. g
Ee e a et ea e = ===t==
bind that mo - dest brow of  thine; Thy love shall
' é:i j — 4 tr SR
N 1 = — 1 s T =41 = — =
Yy, pr 1‘—1‘;:;—,"——*—!!— 2 e v & - .
<o i i, 2 T e s —
Fret e P s & Tg—"T7 —— |~
@_ﬁz o o ~ | 4 .  — 1' 1
— R Ok i i o=z



MADAME SAINTON-DOLBY'S SINGING TUTOR.

g

2__ — == —— = I t
a > o > ) C— 3 o g = 1 | == =
(y— -~ = H H . — — [ _J— i S— - 1
=g el " —— = e
ban - ish ev’ - ry fear, Andcrown thece god - dess of the year, aud
|2t -~
Gr—8— St ——2 88— =2 g
J e > ¥ =
5 | = ] } ,
B =g ==t
il — —}L = = 2—r—{ = —
i — & p
g,_ S ! H_ > B | % 7 =3 i
e e e e e e e
S L = = ——— = 7 — » -
crown thee god - dess of . the year, Prim-ro-ses deck the banks green
O
\37:# : '_—?‘%: — — —
3 = et 1 n| 14 =
== - B e .
e DI 405 PSS
eee—— =
' L — = & T
i f
-1 ‘g:#‘ j % " 1 T
I g ] ek ! 1 i “L | =] %
=1 — 1 o o= | — A | 1
v = o o j j E Nl ==} g — o-l o —
J : o & ; :
side, Cow-slips en - rich the val - ley, The black-bird war- bles
s
Aef 4 —
b =] = I — T o
i@ i } {—:'; G# Tm B | T =5 f H
J = o o = -r— 5: < - =~
N ot =
O v == — r o
e = ﬁi—_f P — o ' T U —
2% tp 1 T =1 3 =t —
1 B! — N ; Pl i —— — r =
*Sfrf ¢ LSt S iR I :
to his bride, Let’s range tTﬂa fields, my An - nie, Let’s  range the
tr rall.
o :: ===y ! e
Z _i—i —4 ] 1] +— ‘vf—_dT - = L ‘_——_
S § == T v I = 5
colla voce.
O 218 e s — =r I
@:%——F,:F e e e e s e e e
] r! | Y 1 et b 1 U i1 | __j.
h\ L* —j: -&-
~
__AU' N +
= 1= S5 = = = = =
o m—— L
JJ ;
fields my An - - nie
N,
#.~ ] =] 1 1 85 § et = —-H-
[G= te—a—wr— — e o : i
esi o i _} = = o
e ’ g
O — — = -
E——s e e e 2}
- - — —_—



186

One of Balfe’s sweetest melodies.

MADAME SAINTON-DOLBY'S SINGING TUTOR.

“THE GREEN TREES WHISPER'D LOW AND MILD.”

rendering of this song, which must be followed.
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“ SHOULD HE UPBRAID.”

This is one of the lighter songs of Bishop, and, like its pendant, * Bid me discourse,”
when sung by a light soprano, can be made very effective. There are not two better
songs of their class in the repertory of English music, and they have the advantage of
comparative freedom from difficulty. The passages must be sung with exceeding lightness
and neatness.
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« RETURN, O GOD OF HOSTS.”

This has always been a favourite song with contralto singers, and deservedly so, for its

prayerful character leaves room for the development of the most prominent quality of the

contralto voice, which is, its tenderness. All the means of expression must be used in this

sonf, and, when well sung, it is difficult to find one more effective in the whole repertory
I

of Handel’s compositions.
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“0! THOU THAT TELLEST.”

I place this song nere because, well known as it is, there is frequently much error both in
its conception and execution. It is otten sung so slowly and so lifelessly as to destroy its
jubilant character. There can be no more joyous song than this, and, to preserve its character,
the time should be strongly marked throughout, and never allowed to waver. It is difficult to

sing, but I hope the indications I have marked will help those who have not an opportunity
of hearing it performed by eminent singers.
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THE HYMN OF EVE.
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«THE SPIRIT"S SONG.”

This is one of Haydn’s separate songs not included in the book of his canzonets, and
is one of his most beautiful conceptions; its original key is F' minor, a third higher than this
edition. Of late years it has been as much sung by contraltos, as sopranos. It must be
sung with pure, classical taste, and, in some passages, with dramatic expression.
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«THE SANDS OF DEE,”

o Andante. CHARLOTTE SAINTON-DOLBY.
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“AULD ROBIN GRAY.

It is very difficult to give any directions for the right interpretation of this beautiful
song, seeing that it must depend in a great measure on the feeling of the singer. The
first verse should be delivered with great simplicity, read, as it were, like narrative; and
the expression should increase as the song goes on to its climax, which I take to be the line,
“ 0O why was I born to cry woe, woe is me !” which is an exclamation of despair. From this
point to the end the feeling should be that of resignation, and the song should terminate

quietly on the words,—
“But I'll e'en do my best a gude wife to be,
For Auld Robin Gray is very good to me.”

Others may take a different view, but I give this as the reading adopted by myself.
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