Stephen Potter

Variations on 'Happy Birthday to You'

2018

"This work was written to be part of the 2019 celebrations of the 50th anniversary of the
founding of the Open University as well as being a piece suitable for the Open University
Orchestra's Schools Concerts. It was first performed at the OU Orchestra's Schools'
Concert on the 8th November 2019 and was the opening item in the general public
Autumn concert on 15th November 2019.

The intention was to showecase the sections of the orchestra in a compact work using

variations on a tune well know to all. The OU Orcheatra's conductor, Catherine Rose,
suggested that the variations should be dances and Stephen then thought these could

mainly be the dances used in TV show Strictly Come Dancing.

"The first variation is a Waltz for stings, the second a horn section Rumba and the third a
sultry wind section Tango.

The fourth variation, a Quickstep for brass instruments, also marked the second
significant 50th birthday of 2019 - that of the first transmission of Monty Python's Flying
Circus. It thus is modelled on that programme's theme tune - Sousa's Liberty Bell march.

The Finale, a Pavane (which does not feature in Strictly) is a homage to Brahms and his
Variations on a theme of Haydn. The first half is modelled on the finale in Brahms

variations using a ground base, which in this case is a canon on the opening line of 'Happy
Birthday to You'. Eventually a brass fanfare (the OU's 1970s TV theme tune) interjects

leading to the return of the original theme. The audience can be invited to sing along with
this if desired.

A string quartet/string orchestra version of this work can be used if only smaller forces are
available.
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