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INTRODUCTION.

Tue publication of the following Compositions has been delayed from causes not necessary to be now detailed, but they are still with confidence
submitted by the Composers to the inspection of the admirers of Vocal Harmony, with a well-founded hope of their meeting with a successful reception,

whether regarded as a Musical Work only, or as a just tribute to the memory of departed genius.
Mr. SamuEL WEBBE, the distinguished Musician alluded to, was appointed to the office of Secretary to the Noblemen and Gentlemen’s Catch Club,

vacated by the resignation of Mr. Warren Horne, in the year 1794.  The trust, however, thus reposed in him, though involving a variety of duties, and
great responsibility, did not discourage him from continuing to enlarge and enrich those stores of delightful Glees, &c. of which that old and highly
respectable Society are the possessors: on the contrary, while the vigour of his mind continued unimpaired, he brought forward, from time to time,
many excellent compositions both of a serious and cheerful description ; and so great was the versatility of his genius, that posterity may find it difficult
to believe that the mind which produced those highly finished and fanciful Glees, « When winds breathe soft,” and * Hence all ye vain delights,” (two
compositions which breathe, if the expression may be used, the very philosophy of sound as applied to sentiment), could unbend to the admirably hu-
mourous Catch of «“ Would you know my Celia’s charms,” and soar again to the festive inspiration of * The mighty conqueror of hearts!” As a testi-
mony, therefore, of the respect of the Club, and their regard for their departed Secretary, they came to the resolution of presenting a Prize Medal to the
Composer of the best Requiem to his memory, the candidates for the same to be confined to the members of the Club. It was further resolved, that the
Poets of the day should be invited, by public advertisement, to supply the poetry for the occasion, on, or before, a stated period of time. Many poems
Were consequently sent in, and a Committee of the whole Club was summoned to determine upon their respective merits, and finally to choose such
words as they should judge the best suited to the occasion. That bias of partial feeling which will sometimes mix with the most rigid resolutions to
be just when the names of authors are known, could not, in this instance, influence the members; for the contributions were, agreeably to the conditions
of the advertisement, sent in without signatures, and written and directed in a strange hand ; neither was it lawful for any member of the Committee to
give an opinion of preference previously to the ballot.

In the pleasing wish to perpetuate the remembrance of a man not more distinguished for his science and.fancy than beloved for his Pprivate
virtues, most of the poetical contributors on the occasion forgot, while producing some very beautiful poetry, that one great recommendation would be
brevity.  Mr. Lin] ey’s Poem was not only the shortest sent in, but of a more lyrical construction than the rest, and more pointedly applicable to the

peculiar merits of the deceased, as a Composer.
The musical competitors will be seen in the title page, and the prize decision took place in favour of Mr, Evans on the 13th of March, 1818, to

whom the Medal was presented by the President of the day, his Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex.
It is hoped that the lovers of music, particularly of the good old English School, will be anxious to possess the following work, not only on account

of the interest that will naturally be excited by the circumstances which produced it, but as a study to young composers in this style of writing, who
may reap no inconsiderable henefit from observing the manner in which the several candidates have treated the same subject; the variation in their

harmonic construction, while endeavouring to convey to the understanding, as well as to the ear, the appropriate feeling and expression.,



ODE

TO

THE MEMORY OF THE LATE MR. SAMUEL WEBBE.

Selected by a Committee of the CATCH CLUB, for Adaptation to Music.
AND WRITTEN BY WILLIAM LINLEY, ESQ.

—

CHANT we the Requiem, solemn, sad, and sweet
And mute awhile, amid the festive throng,
Be Joy’s inspiring song!

Strew we with cypress bows the Muses’ seat ;
For he, the Father of the varying lay,

Of pain and sickness long the suffering prey,
Sinks to the grave; and leaves unstrung the lyre,

Silent each liquid note—extinct its sacred fire.

List to that plaintive strain !'—
Was it “ Thy voice, O Harmony ! *” that sung
Anselmo’s magic lyre unstrung—
Neé’er on th’ enraptur’d sense to burst again

Those chords, so sweetly wild, so full, so clear ?

It was thy “ awful sound !”——the distant bell
Beats slow, responsive to the Anthem’s swell
That pours the parting tribute o’er his hallow’d bier.—

“ When winds breathe soft+” where rests Anselmo’s clay,
Round our lamented Minstrel’s shrine
Shall  Forms unseen }” the deathless wreath intwine,

Soft warbling in the breeze the tributary lay.

*  “Thy voice, O Harmony, with awful sound "= Webbe's Glees.

t ¢ When winds breathe soft along the silent deep "'—— Ihid.

$ By Fairy hands their knell is rung,
By Forms unseen their dirge is sung.” Collins.
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