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Preface to the score:

| was sixteen (1965) when | discovered Shostakovthhe time | was exploring
Czech contemporary music because the Supraphariatheecently appeared in the
United Kingdom. | had bought a recording of VickKalabis's Piano Concerto and on
the other side was Shostakovich's 2nd Piano Candestas spellbound. | quickly
began to collect all the available recordings. €hgere not many of them. and so |
listened to every broadcast on BBC Radio 3. It thasbeginning of a lifelong
admiration that continues to this day. | read etreng | could. There was not very
much; the occasional article in a music journad, dffficial biographies and the words
of Shostakovich himself much quoted from Sovietrees. | shared his view of "The
Role of the Composer in Society". If sometimeswioeds and the music did not tally,
| overlooked this contradiction.

| was in my mid twenties when [ felt confident egbuo write an extended essay
(fortunately not published) on "An Examination bé&tPolitical Influences". | thought
| understood. | thought | could claim to be an "estpon Shostakovich. | remained
comfortable with my view until 1979 when it was g#heed by the publication of
"Testimony - the memoirs of Shostakovich as reléefolomon Volkov." How
could I have been so wrong? | listened to the magan for the first time with ears
that heard all the pain of Shostakovich's world.

I am haunted by two photographs; the first wasighbt on the cover of the English
edition of "Testimony" (publisher - Hamish Hamiljoand is unaccredited. The
copyright owner of the second is Gennadi Rozhdegiuelhey are the images on the
cover of my handwritten score. It is an attemptientify with this sort of isolation that
| wrote my own "Testimony"

There is much pain and sorrow in this music; amdesanger too. The images that
come to mind now in 1995 are of individual livesgared by events in Chechnya
and Bosnia. There are common threads throughbiivemovements, motifs of
yearning and crying; the beating heart, the monptdrocking, and a sense of
dislocation. It is my poor attempt to share someslse's pain. In 1979 it was a
statement that | needed to make. Time has plac#dVe account in a broader
context. Academics argue about accuracy. Howeveiamapeaks for itself. You can
listen to Shostakovich's voice and decide for yelfirs

In all Five Statements there are a number of @hssto Shostakovich's music. At the
climax of the second movement | quote the themm fid/inter - From Jewish Folk
Poetry (Op 79)" in its entirety. It is the saddeste | know. Time has not changed my
view. | still feel guilty because | listened to thwerds and not the music.

Aut Tace Aut Loquere Meliora Silentio.

(Be silent unless what you have to say is bettn gilence.)
| have torn up my essay.

Instead; let music speak to those who will listen.

Peter Dyson: Great Bardfield: 9th August 1995,
the 20th Anniversary of the Death of Shostakovich.
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Fifth Statement
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507 Andante appassionata erubato
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