
                            Performance Notes 

  

This work opens with getting the audience to set up a four beat rhythm with them making three

different sounds for the first three beats and a cymbal on the fourth beat to help them keep in time.

Divide the audience into three for this. Once that is going, the piece begins with the solo oboe and then

the audience again joins in to sing the carol at the end. 

The suggested sounds are: 

'Pop' - the sound produced by flicking the finger out of the cheek of the mouth; 

'Clap' - obviously a clap, but don't have too many as this is louder than the other sounds 

'D'lk' is a tounge click - click the tounge on the roof of the mouth. 

  

The conductor could get the audience started and, once that is established, the Leader can conduct

from bar 2 with the conductor taking over at bar 18 when the audience drops out. The choir could also

join in on these sounds to support the audience. 

  

The originl version was for a children's choir and this was revised to be scored SATB. The choir part

can be unison on the alto line around bar 75 and also unison when the carol tune returns at the end. 

  

                                               Running time: 6 minutes 

Fantasia on a 'We wish you a Merry Christmas'

November 1984

Revised 2007

First performed by the Milton Keynes Sinfonia

Stantonbury Theatre, Milton Keynes

8th and 9th December 1984

and subsequently performed on17th and 18th December 1988

Revised version performed by the Open University Orchestra and Choir

The Hub Theatre, Milton Keynes

18th December 2007

Stephen Potter
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