g ==

/0 @ 7 “/\/\7/’/#@/7 @//7/000580/
N ~and Surg  -e-
BY

-opyright. Cpr‘lce 4/
Londonrn,

REvNoLDs & C° 13 BERNERS STreeT W,

H'S SONG MAY BE SUNG FREELY EVERYWHERE. EXCEPT THEATRES & MUSIC HALLS,

— REYNOLDS &C% THEMATIC LIST OF <—
1umorous Drawing Room Songs.Musical Sketches, Musical Monologues.

r:gh Class Songs for Smoking Concerts Artistic Coon Socngs.etc.etc.
MAY BE HAD FRCM™ AL MUS'C SELLERS ORPOS™T FREE FROM THE PUBLISHERS. h

i



N AND COMPOSED BY EDWARD KENT.

Some time ago I had occasion to go to a festive gathering in the outskirts of that little village called

and 1 will endeavour to interest you for a while with the chief events of a rather eccentric evening.

of all Id better acquaint you with the gentleman who gave the soirée and his reasons for doing so.

The Match-making Papa.
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had an on.ly daughter, who was passee and full-blown.Though she'd been to Court,his Florawas no catch! As Mie
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Rocket was not likely, well, to go off on her own, Her Pa.pa thought he’d bet-ter find 4 matcHfy
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All the ladies he invited (as his girl was very plain) =
Should be plainer still to set his daughter offl
And to make her singing go a bit, when she croaked a refrain,
He’d have singers with a cold or whooping-cough.
As Flo also recited, though her voice was rather thick,
He’d have actors who could hardly speak a line;
So to send Miss Rocket up in fame, well, he'd engage a stick!
Then his Flora as the Star would cut a shine!

Flora, his single daughter, hadn't a single courter!
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I can never exactly see the advantage of living far out in the suburbs, though you are sup-
ed to be more secluded I always think you see far more of your neighbours than you would
the town. Say you go to the city every day, well after partaking of an early breakfast
hurry out of the porch of your little suburban villa and simultaneously the doors of half
houses down the street open to let forth top-hatted owners or occupiers who follow you en masse
he local railway station. You take your place in the city train along with half- a-dozen of
n, whose faces are so familiar to you, they simply pall on you! Nobody likes to speak,in case
wife should not be on terms with the listener. So the compartment is silent, bar the rustling
morning papers and an occasional sneeze. Then perhaps you lend your umbrella to Brown, a
xd, who has the cheek to lend it to Smith, a perfect stranger to you, and you have the pleasure
seeing Smith seated opposite to you in the compartment fondling your faithless Gamp for a
night or s0 and you are not even introduced to itl

Then after your day’s toil, you hasten to the city terminus to catch the train back to your
1 residence, when you meet all the same old faces, this time devouring the evening papers.
| perhaps in a misguided moment you take your wife home a little luxury, in the shape of a
e of pheasants, well, Jones sees them, Brown sees them, Smith sees them, also Robinson and
others, and the next day your little neighbourhood simply teems with the intelligence, and
ew  casual friends drop in to supper!

These are only a few of the joys of suburban living. And it was in this way that I became
1ainted with MT Richard Rocket. MI Rocket intended to have his daughter married, especial-
as he had no son and heir, so the soirée was given on the principle of ‘first catch your heir.’
made a point of inviting all the cleverest, most cultured and charming men-er hem—1I was there!
I knew the party was going to be a great success directly I entered the drawing-room.
re was a concert grand pianoforte (hired for the occasion) and there was his daughter dressed
in a wonderful evening gown (lowered for the occasion!) All the good-looking girls were
ried and all the single ones were plain, except a few tha’F were coloured!

There was the .retired fishmonger's daughter, Miss Pike, who took a fly, and - came with
hair in a net, and there was the retired baker’s daughter, Dora Doe, (who thought her
e was so like Patti.) she came with her hair in a bun and her music in a rolll

The evening started with a song, and as the host thought it advisable to put all the visit-
on good terms with one another, he asked MT Cuth_beﬁ Close-tone to give omne of his
assioned love ballads. One of -those ditties in which the singer tells everyone exactly
much he adores a certain lady. He'll love her till thé sun grows cold and also till
stars are old. I'm afraid some sons do grow cold when certain fascinating stars grow
But that’s neither here nor there. I will now thrill you with an example of this order

tted “I love you better than Jonesz.”



love you bpetter

than Jones.
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Once we met, ‘twas in the garden,
You were resting neath the rosy bow’r.
I was seated on the sun-dial,
Just to stay that happy passing hour!
When a mad bull came towards us,
So I quickly did a spurt.
Jones remained to see the climax,
Could I stop to see you hurt!

When awake or when in slumber
Thoughts of you fan up love's fevered fires
Though Jones gave you your new ‘Humber’,
Did not 1, sweetheart, inflate the tyres!
Then he painted you in oils,
With your fondled bull-dog pup.
Though this masterpiece ke gave you
Did not I, love, hang it up!



After the love lyric I was introduced to an eccentric individual, who shook hands as.if he were
winding one of those street piano - organs. I dare say you know this wriggling wringing machine.
He came up to me something in this way (¢mitate hand shaking @ la Viscount Hinton) “Ahl how
dy’e do? Awfully glad to meet you. How’s mother?” — goes on like this for about ten minutes. It
really seems remarkable the immense variety of ways it is possible to take the hand of a friend
in modern society. I made it a special study on this occasion. First of all we have the bluff old
military gentleman, he does it as if he were opening a box of sardines. (¢mifate.)How are you:
Very. oppressive this evening. How are you? Very oppressive this evening.” all round the edge an
lift up the top! Then we have the sweet young thing of some nineteen springtides, well, she
shakes hands as if she were putting a penny into one of those automatic machines to obtain
cake of chocolate or toffy.(¢mifate) “So glad to see you, I never thought you were coming,you kn
put a penny in the slot and then pull out the drawer! We also have the very short gentleman
who does it as if he were tufning up the hall gas.(¢mitate) “How are you? Never saw you lo
ing better. It's terribly cold to-night!” Then we get the very tall gentleman who shakes a paw a
if he were dusting a fly off your boot. (imitate) “How are you? I never saw you looking worse! It's tes
ribly hot this evening! ” But the worst of all on the present instance, was Mrs. Clutterbuck-Lopside. Sk
was one of those ladies who not only tike your hand, but hold it. And for some considerable peric
quite regardless of your discomfiture. You go up to her and say (zmztate) “Ah! my dear Mrs. Lopside,
so delighted to see you here this evening!?” ( still she holds the palm ) Yes, thanks, I feel very wel
(she feels uncommonly welll I wish to goodness she would leave off feeling my fistl) So your daught
is going to get married, indeed, how interesting!” (I wonder if she is going to keep me here till sh
¢s married!) ‘“Your husband gone to the front? You surprise me!” (wish to heav’n he’d taken you w:
him!) “Would you allow me to present you to my aunt? Thanks!” Then you hang your aunt up f
a fortnight! Here we all adjourned below to dinner, which went down very well, in fact there W
very little left. Towards the conclusion of the repast a MI Towering- Bluff insisted on making a spe:
which might have produced an excellent effect only the remarks of the attentive waiters, who flitte
around the table, somewhat marred the peroration. I will try and show you how M! Towering Blu

rendered his original oration.

MI TOWERING BLUFF’'S AFTER DINNERY SPEECH.

(To be delivered in @ pompous manner.) Ladies and gentlemen, as you are perhaps aware, this is
no means the first occasion on which the host and hostess have been drunk in this house.—er—
I mean the first time the foast of the host and hostess has been drunk in this house! And Yy
are also perhaps cognisant of the fact that 1 am an ass— an ass— an aspirant for their fav
I really feel that too much honour has been thrust upon me, I may say that I have had
much (Crack-voiced waiter) “Champagne, sir?” “er —regard for their feelings to offer them a
thing in the way of this insipid—(Bass-voiced waiter) “lce pudding, sir?””  “No, no, anything
the way of insipid flattery. And when I see my whiskers in the—(Stuttering waiter) “Ker- ker - co
Sir” “Confound you! Get away! My whiskers in the course of time changing colour I know that we
all getting on in years. Except the ladies, and they seem t0 grow jounger every day -especially the 1
old ones! I will now ask you to replenish your glasses and to drink the Aost of our foast and foaste

After this extraordinary speech, we returned to the drawing- room when a vushing young gazell

Miss Prettipet, arrived quite unexpectedly, much to the host's annoyance.
Later in the evening she gave us a piano solo, but unfortunately she had

got into the habit of counting the time out loud, and as a susceptible young
man lent over the piano as she played, this was the conversation that ensued.



Tempo di Valse.
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I'm so glad you came this evening. You're the only girl for me! As no one is
do you think you could love me? As I want you very bad! Perhaps you love
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another? Break it gently dearest do! Is there one? Oh! tell me!”
us, pet, For a Ilittle rest and change. Do you think she’d stay a week,dear?
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(She) “One and two and three and four, five, six. One and two and three and, piano.?”
(She) “One and two and three and four, five, six. One and two and three and, fortel'”
(S£6 ) “One and two and three and four, five, six. Seven, eight, nine, ten, eleven, twelve, ad 1ib!”’
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A tall waiter next handed round ices. There were about seventy-two guests in the room and nine

s on the tray. It's the way at these ‘At Homes’ Puzzle— How to get an ice? But he was a very

(Imitate

art waiter this!

vdly dashing tray backwards and forwards.) “Ices?

He knew his business!

He handed the tray round something in this style.

Ices? Ices?”

Then he suddenly caught his foot

a lady’s dress when he immediately sat down with the ices all around him, though his language wa

from cool! And I should say that that was about the first time that a plate-layer ever dashed over a train

Signor Allegro- Ma-Non-troppo and his cultured daughter Signora Pizzicata, (who suffered slightly
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