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Sostenuto Quartet in F Edvard Grieg (1891)
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This new edition of Grieg's unfinished quartet of 1891 was
commissioned by the Edward Grieg Museum, Tréldhaugen from
Levon Chilingirian who, working from Grieg's original
manuscript, and testing with his own quartet solutions to the
problems of interpreting Grieg's intentions, produced this practical

performing version.

The first two movements were left substantially complete by Grieg
and were published in 1908 by Peters in a version by Julius
Rontgen which has long been out of print. The sketches for the

final two movements are here printed for the first time.

This version received its first public performance from the
Chilingirian Quartet at a Festival in Bergen in May 1999. It has
been recorded by the same quartet on CD and is distributed on the

Hyperion label.

MERTON MUSIC

"GRIEG

String Quartet
in F
Unfinished

From
Theo Wyatt
8 Wilton Grove
London SW19 3QX England
Phone & Fax: 0208-540 2708 (+44 208 540 2708)
e-mail: mertonmusic@argonet.co.uk




SCORE.
In 1891, Edvard Grieg composed his F major quartet, but sadly the last two movements
remained unfinished. '

MOVEMENTSI & I1.

I have studied the original manuscripts of the first two movements, which have many
clarifying instructions added by Julius Rontgen in preparation for their printing by
C.F.Peters in 1908. ‘

With invaluable advice from Rune J. Andersen and Finn Benestad I have tried to cast
a new light on some details of execution. Often Edvard Grieg would write chords with
too many notes and each editor would have to arrive at a practical solution to facilitate
a succesful performance. Sometimes I have reverted to the voicing intended by Edvard
Grieg by switching lines between instruments (e.g. bars 39 & 45, viola & cello, 1st
movement).

Markings in brackets are probably added by Rontgen. The two ossias in the first
movement offer valid alternatives where I cannot determine what Edvard Grieg's final
wishes were. Some complicated part writing has been restored to what I consider to be

Edvard Grieg's original intentions (e.g. bar 42, 1st movement).

MOVEMENTS III & IV (unfinished).

Deciphering the sketches provided a challenge! Thanks to the invaluable help of my
colleagues in the Chilingirian Quartet. (Charles Sewart, Asdis Valdimarsdottir and
Philip De Groote), and of Andrew Keener and Erling Dahl jr., I have tried to produce

a reasonable playing version with my suggested slurs and dynamics clearly indicated.
I want also to thank Theo and Kitty Wyatt for their patience in setting the score on
computer and making innumerable corrections and adjustments over many months.

I very much hope that this edition will present itself as an appealing extension of the

repertoire to both professional and amateur quartets.

Levon Chilingirian



