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NOTE
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IN Music’s Praise

PART 1
MUSIC AND THE ARTS
SorLr anp CHORUS

All hail to Music! Greet the Queen whose art
Inspires the soul or fires the heart.
She pours throughout the world the glory
And wonder of her ancient story
In sounds that trembling start.
Hark, the rapture
None can capture;
Sounds that rise and grandly soar,
Immortal strains remembered evermore.

Hear them! Hear the winds that sweep
The forest grove, the foaming deep ;
Hear the tones that gallop and leap.
They fill the world ;
Hither, thither, tossed and hurled,
Moans that sadden,
Tones that gladden,
Sounds that are ever telling, telling
Of her who rides on each wind and gale
And makes the world her dwelling,
Music, whose glorious spells prevail,
Music, whose' glorious power we hail,
Music,—Enchantress, Siren, Queen,
‘Who holds the choral stars in thrall,
All hail !

From north and south, from east and west,
Troop all those Arts that make earth blest ;
From east and west, from north and south,
They troop to kiss loved Freedom’s mouth.
Painting, the maid whose wand of gold
Can scenes and visions bright unfold.
Her touch inspires the artist-hand ;
Her colors burn as one ;
She rules the sunset-fires ; her spells command
The sunrise and the sun.
Painting, whose eyes reflect the sea,
A princess golden-fair is she.

Sculpture, with sad far-gazing eyes
And bosom marble-cold,
Her heart knows not love’s sweet surprise
And ecstasy untold :
Pure as the chill white snow is she,
A princess wondrous fair to see.
Blest Poetry whose blue eyes shine
With hope’s auroral light ;
And rare Invention, whose triumphant dream
Crowns Freedom’s land supreme :—
Each comes, and tells
The potence of her spells.

From north and south, from east and west,
Troop all those Arts that make earth blest.
And last, and best of all,
Comes she of noblest mien,
All hail to Music! Greet the Queen whose art
Inspires the soul or fires the heart.
Music,—Enchantress, Siren, Queen—
Who holds the choral stars in thrall.
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PART 11

THE MUSIC OF NATURE
SopraNO SorLo AND CHORUS

Ah, what sweeter music breathes
Than morning’s, when the summer woods
Are rich with gold the dawn bequeaths,
And dovelike over alla calmness broods.
Leaves are rustling, rustling—seeming
Wakened from enchanted dreaming,
And murmuring their dreams to air
In music, heavenly music, soft and low:
And oh, the song of the birds {—it seems to flow
Everywhere, everywhere,
Chanting the music of joy,
Madly melodious, rushing forth, gushing forth
Ever and ever—
Sweet, sweet song of the birds that never can cloy,
Never, Ah, never—
Music’s own minstrelsy, endeared forever.

In the trees, the murm’ring trees,
In the drowsy hum of bees,
The whispered cadence of the evening breeze,
All is music, heavenly-pure and free,
Winter, Summer, Spring and Fall,
Are but grand movements in the Symphony
Of Nature’s golden Music heard over all.

Music that mounts to realms by angels trod,
The world’s own music, ever praising God,
Loud blows the gale from the north,

And the black clouds threaten and swarm,
And the music of nature is thundering forth :
Oh, hark to the rage of the storm !

What wilder music? - what wilder music?
The fury that comes to-transform.
Oh, hark to the thunder
And deafening wonder
That comes with the rage of the storm.

Now all is still, the storm is o’er
And welcome sun returns once more

And calmness reigns supreme.
Ah! what sweeter music breathes

Than mornings when the summer woods
Are rich with gold the dawn bequeaths,

And dove-like over all a calmness broods.
The world’s own music ever praising God.

PART 111

MUSIC’S GLORY
CHORUS

All hail to Music! Greet the Queen whose art
Inspires the soul or fires the heart.
She pours throughout the world the glory
And wonder of her ancient story
In sounds that trembling start.
In sounds that rise and grandly soar
Immortal strains remembered evermore.

G. F. R. ANDERSON.

(Written for this work.)
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